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INTRODUCTION 


r ANHIS brochure is an attempt to collect all possible information 
regarding the founders of the colonial families of Ridgely, Dor- 
sey, and Greenberry, of Maryland, with brief accounts of some 

of their immediate descendants. In the case of the Ridgelys, however, 

I have traced in detail the descent of the “Hampton” branch of that 

family from the immigrant, Robert Ridgely, of St. Inigoes, St. Mary’s 

County, Md., to the present proprietor of “Hampton,” Capt. John 

Ridgely, of Baltimore County. 

In my researches in England, made during the summer of 1934, I 
found much interesting material about the Ridgelys that has not hitherto 
appeared in print to any appreciable extent; though I might have saved 
myself some time and trouble had I first made investigations in my 
own country among the unpublished manuscripts of the late Wilson 
Miles Carey, to be found in the archives of the Maryland Historical 
Society, Baltimore, Md. But I wished to visit the original homes of the 
Ridgelys in Shropshire and Staffordshire, England, in order to enjoy 
the local color of these ancient habitats and thereby gain inspiration for 
my historical sketch. In the British Museum, London, I obtained data 
from the last Herald’s Visitation of Shropshire, made in 1663-64—a 
manuscript that has never been printed. The College of Arms, London, 
also rendered valuable aid. 

My visit, in the year 1898, to “Hockley,” the historic home of the 
Dorseys, of Anne Arundel County, Md., not only provided me with the 
local color which I set so much store by, but enabled me to secure a 
photograph of the original patent of the estate granted by Czecilius 
Calvert, Lord Baltimore, to the Dorsey brothers in 1664. This valuable 
document has, I regret to say, been irretrievably lost. Facing page 32 
of the present brochure is a reproduction in miniature of the original. 

In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness for aid re- 
ceived in the preparation of my material to Dr. Arthur Adams, of 
Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., Registrar General of the General 
Society of Colonial Wars; Mr. William B. Marye, genealogist of the 
Maryland Historical Society; Mr. Arthur Trader, Chief Clerk of the 
Land Commissioner’s Office, Annapolis, Md., and his son, Mr. Arthur 
M. Trader, of the same office; Mr. Vernon M. Dorsey, of Washington, 
D. C.; Miss Nannie Hanson, of Elk Ridge, Md.; Miss Anne E. D. 
Sellman, of Baltimore, Md.; and Mrs. Caroline Kemper Bulkley, of 
Shreveport, La. 
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Founders of the Colonial Families of 
Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry 
of Maryland 


“Everything is to be found in the record offices. Solvers of riddles, take notice!’’— 
Lenotre: Romances of the French Revolution. 


RIDGELY’* 
I 


HE founders of the Ridgely family, of Maryland, were Robert, 

William, and Henry Ridgely, who emigrated to America from 

England in the seventeenth century. The last two were brothers ; 
but what degree of relationship existed between them and Robert is 
not known. “The name in earlier times,’ says Wilson Miles Carey, 
genealogist, in the Baltimore Sunday Herald, April 17, 1898, “was 
variously spelled Ridgely, Ridgley, Riggeley, Rugeley, Rudgeley, etc., 
and all the families bearing the name of whom the English records give 
any account seem to have come from Staffordshire, where the town of 
Rugeley still keeps their memory alive in the county of their nativity.” 

I should like to supplement the foregoing with the statement that 
Shropshire also was one of the habitats of the Ridgelys, as will be seen 
farther on. 

In the Visitation of Staffordshire,” made in the year 1583, we find 
enrolled among the gentry of that county, Thomas Ridgley, de Hawkes- 
yard; Will’us Ruggeley, de Smallwood; and Nicholas de Ruggeley. 
The latter is credited with the following armorial bearings: “Argent, on 
a chevron sable three pierced mullets® of the field; Crest—A stag’s head 
erased or.” In Sir Bernard Burke’s “The General Armory of England” 
is mentioned Sir Rowland Ridgeley, who was knighted November 5, 
1614, by Sir Arthur Chichester, Lord Deputy of Ireland. What kind of 
service, military or civil, meriting the coveted order of chivalry, was 
rendered the Crown by Rowland Ridgeley is not known. Ilis coat of 
arms is the same as that of Nicholas de Ruggeley, of Staffordshire. 


1The name today in America is almost universally written Ridgely. Except in par- 
ticular instances, I have adopted this spelling for historical reasons. 

"The Visitation of Statfordshire, made by Robert Glover, Somerset Tlerald, Mareschall 
to William Flower, Norroy King of Arms. Anno Domini 1583. Edited by Ienry Sidney 
Grazebrook, Esy., Londen 1883." Tn “Collections for a Ilistory of Staffordshire, ed. by the 
William Salt Archxological Society,” Vol. 3, Part JI, pp. 1-155. 

$Tn heraldry: ‘‘\ star, usually five pointed and pierced.” 
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IO Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry Families 


There was an old watch of the date 1763 in the possession of the 
Ridgelys, of “Hampton,” Baltimore County, Md., which had the coat 
of arms and crest of Nicholas de Ruggeley engraved upon it. The 
founder of the family in Baltimore County would hardly have dared, 
under British rule, to use a well-known heraldic device that did not 
originally belong to his grandfather, Robert Ridgely. There is no 
extant documentary proof of direct connection between the English 
Ridgelys and the Maryland family of that name (nor can it be shown 
whence in Great Britain Robert, William, and Henry emigrated) ; but 
the similarity of the armorial bearings is strong corroborative evi- 
dence of the relationship. 

After the knighting of Rowland Ridgeley in Ireland in 1614, the 
curtain falls on an interregnum of nine years, and we hear nothing of 
the Ridgely family until the Visitation of Shropshire in 1623,‘ which 
contains the following brief record: 


RIDGLEY OF ALBRIGHT HUSSEY * 
(Harl. 1241, fo. 30. Harl. 615, fo. 257. S., fo. 45>.) 


Arms: Harl, 1241.—Argent, on a chevron sable three mullets pierced of the 
field. Crest.—A buck’s head erased or. 


WILLIAM RIDGLEY —.,,., 


Humphrey Ridgley of Longdon com. Staff. = Margarett da. to... Dudley. 


| 
Anthony= ... da. to Francis Rid gley = Maude da. to Tho. Gros- Dorothie uxr. 
Ridgley Wm. Harecourt of Albright-Husey venor of Eaton in Che- George Hol- 
2 sonne, of (Rauton) (Abryd Hosey co, shiere (Mawde daughter beche [Hol- 
{Raunton) Salop). to... Gravenor syster to beele) of 
Staff’sheere. Sir Thomas of Etonbott), Staff’sheere. 
Margarett. Francis Ridgley. i, Jane. 


*“Rydgeley,” in Harl. 615. 


*“The Visitation of Shropshire, taken in the year 1623, by Robert Tresswell, Somerset 
Herald, and Augustine Vincent, Rouge Croix Pursuivant of Arms...with additions from the 
pedigrees of the Shropshire gentry taken by the heralds in the years 1569 and 1584, and other 
sources. Ed. by George Grazebrook, TF. S. A., and John Paul Rylands, F. S. A., of the 
Middle Temple, Barrister-at-law.” Part II. London, 1889, p. 419. (‘'The Publications of 
the Ilarlcian Socicty,”” Vol. 29, 1889.) 

In the ‘‘Transactions of the Shropshire Archaological and Natural History Society,” 
1884, Vol. 7, p. 183, under the caption of “Armorial Bearings of Shropshire Families, from a 
MS. of the late Mr. George Morris, of Shrewsbury,” is the following: “Ridgley, alias 
Ridley, of Albright Hussey.”* Arms: Argent, on a chevron sable, three mullets pierced of 
Ist. (Visitation of 1623.) Crest: A buck’s head, erased or. (Visitation of 1581.) 

“Ridgley, of Albright Hussey. Arms: Same as foregoing. Crest: A goat’s head, 
erased or. 

“Ridgley, of Astley. Arms: Same as foregoing. Crest: A stag’s head, erased or.” 

© From Ridgley, of Longdon, co. Stafford. (Visitation of 1623.) 
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Ridgely Il 


William Ridgley resided at Albright Hussey, not far from the his- 
toric town of Shrewsbury. The name in ancient times was that of a 
manorial holding and parish in Shropshire. Originally the manor was 
called Albright (or Albrighton), but, coming into the possession of 
Walter de Hussey in 1165, it became known as Albright Hussey. The 
manor house, picturesquely situated near a little village of the same 
name, is approached by a bridge over the now dry moat. In the arch 
of the bridge is a sculptured head. The mansion is built of half timber 
of early date, with brick and stone additions of 1560. It was fortified 
for King Charles I in the seventeenth century. Mrs. F. S. Acton, in 
her “Castles and Old Mansions of Shropshire,” published in 1868, says 
that over the entrance porch of the manor house is the date 1524. 
William Ridgley doubtless often visited the lord of the manor to pay 
rent for his occupancy of a part of the demesne; and perhaps to smoke 
a pipe of Virginia tobacco in his company and discuss with him the 
condition of the English colonies in the New World. 

The last Visitation of Shropshire, made in 1663-64, has never been 
printed. The original manuscript, however, may be seen in the College 
of Arms, London (MS. C35). A manuscript in the British Museum 
(Additional MS. 21,025, f. 122 b) professes to give a list of “The 
names of the Gentry of Shropshire as they are entered in the Visitation 
of that County, made in Anno 1663, by William Dugdale, Esq., Norroy 
King of Armes.” It contains 206 names, among them being Ridley de 
Astley, who bears the same arms and crest as William Ridgley, of 
Albright Hussey, whose son Humphrey migrated to Staffordshire and 
settled in the vicinity of Longdon, near the cathedral town of Lichfield. 

Not far from Longdon,° in the old days, lived the family of Ruge- 
ley, “who,” says the Rev. Stebbing Shaw, in his “The History and 
Antiquities of Staffordshire,” “received their name, no doubt, from the 
place of their ancient original abode, in the adjoining town or manor 
of Rugeley.”® In the reign of Edward III, the manor was the property 


*Anciently written ‘‘Langandune.” The name means ‘Long Hill.” 

®In Shaw’s monumental ‘‘The History and Antiquities of Staffordshire,” 1798, Vol, 1, 
pp. 211-213, will be found an extensive pedigree of the Rugeleys, of Staffordshire. The 
College of Arms, London, has considerable material in its archives concerning the Rugeleys, 
of Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and other counties. An examination of the wills that were 
proved in the Ecclesiastical Courts of the Diocese of Lichfield and Coventry, which are now 
in the Probate Office at Birmingham, England, and are available for search up to 183, 
would doubtless contain considerable data regarding the Rugeley and the Ridgley family. 

None of the Rugeley family emigrated to Maryland in the early days, but some of 
them did go to South Carolina. In “Death notices from the South Carolina and American 
General Gazette (May, 1766-June, 1782), published in the “South Carolina Historical and 
Genealogical Magazine,” July, 1916, Vol. 17, p. 123, we have the following: 

“Mr. Rowland Rugeley, a Gentleman not less remarkable for being one of the most 
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12 Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry Familtes 


of Simon de Rugeley, who was Sheriff of the County of Statford. 
The tamily of Rugeley* eventually spread themselves in various places, 
viz: in Longdon, Shenstone, Smallwood, Hawksyard, Callingwood, 
Armitage, etc. Their coat of arms was as follows: “Argent, a chevron 
between three roses gules,’—a device quite ditferent from that of the 
Ridgleys, of Albright Hussey and Longdon. Nevertheless, these fami- 
lies may have had an origin in common. One of the puzzling things 
encountered by the genealogist is the fact that the names Ridgley and 
Rugeley are often confounded in the ancient records, as evidenced in 
the case of Nicholas de Ruggeley. 


Curious to see what kind of place Longdon is, I paid it a visit in 
September, 1934. It is situated about four miles from Lichfield, and 
consists of a number of scattered houses on the road to Stafford. The 
village is remarkable for its great length, which gave rise to the couplet: 


“The stoutest beggar that goes by the way, 
Cannot beg thro’ Long’ on a summer’s day.” 


William Pitt, in his “A Topographical History of Staffordshire,” 


facetious Companions, than his Integrity and Philanthropy.” He died December 23, 1776. 
In the “Manigault Diary MSs.,”) December, 1776, Mr. Rugeley is described as a merchant, 
and mention is made of his brothers, Ilenry, Matthew, and William Rugeley, also of his 
sisters, Ann Houghton, Flizabeth, and Frances Rugeley. Ile was the author of ‘‘Miscel- 
laneous Poems and Translations from Lalontaine and Others,’’ London, 1763. In March, 
1725, he married Hamilton Dawson, daughter of the Rev. William Dawson, who died 
December 3, 1776. 

In the above mentioned magazine, January, 1919, Vol. 26, p. 17, is the following notice, 
culled from the land records of South Carolina: “On July 11, 1766, John Me all conveyed 
to Rowland Rugeley 201 acres, which said Rowland Rugeley on January 25, 1774, conveyed 
to Benjamin Fuller.’”’ 

The most noted of the South Carolina Rugeleys (but not in the eyes of the patriots 
of the Revolution) was Henry Rugeley, who was Lieutenant-Colonel of Loyal Militia. ‘“‘Ilis 
plantation,” says Sabine, in his ‘Biographical Sketches of Loyalists of the American 
Revolution,” Toston, 1861, Vol. 2, p. 242, ‘‘was called ‘Clermont.’ In 1782 the Colonel's 
estate was confiscated.” 

Colonel Rugeley, on December 4, 1780, was beseiged with 112 of his men in his forti- 
fied home, by Col. William Washington. The place was captured by a ruse. Colonel Wash 
ington had no cannons, but he rigged up logs of wood to resemble artillery, and sum- 
moned the garrison of the improvised fort to surrender, which they did. Colonel Rugeley, 
after some months captivity in a prison ship, was exchanged for an American officer; where- 
upon he went to England with other American loyalists and memorialized the Crown for 
aid. Lossing, in his “Field-Book of the Revolution,” Vol, 2, p. 459-60, speaks of ‘Clermont,” 
sometimes called “Rugelcy’s,” thirteen miles north of Camden, where General Gates en- 
camped his army prior to the fatal battle of Camden, when he was defeated by Lord Corn- 
wallis. Rugeley’s Mills and Rugeley’s Creek were located in the neighborhood. 

TDomesday Book, Rugelet; 12th Century, Ruggeley, Ruggley; Anglo-Saxon, hrycg; 
Middle English, Rugge, rigge and ley (q. v.)—the ridge lea. Rugeley town is on a plain in 
the valley of the Trent, but the greater part of the manor is on Cannock Chase, a lofty 
ridge, at the foot of which the town lies. The natives keep up the old) pronunciation 
“Ridgeley.”” (See W. H. Duignan: ‘‘Notes on Staffordshire Place Names.’ Lovdon, 1902, p. 
129.) 
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VILLAGE OF LONGDON, STAFFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND 
(View taken in 1950) 
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LONGDON CIIURCH, STAFFORDSHIRE, ENGLAND 


(From a drawing made by the Rev. Stebbing Shaw ) 
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Ridgely 13 


1817, says: “This village was formerly remarkable for the number of 
gentlemen’s seats in its vicinity, no less than seven families of rank and 
opulence having made this place their residence. The manor of Long. 
don is of great extent. It belonged to the Church in the time of the 
Saxons, and in the 20th of William the Conqueror, A. D., 1086, to the 
Bishop of Chester. Iongdon Church (dedicated to St. James) is a large 
ancient Gothic edifice of stone, with a handsome tower.” 

I called on the vicar, the Rey. J. P. Bygott, who received me in the 
kindest manner. He showed me the parish records from 1603 to 1812 
—all inscribed on long sheets of Vellum. They were practically ob- 
literated and not indexed. The vicar informed me that some years ago 
these documents had been deciphered and copied by an antiquarian 
society, and that a transcript of the same, known as the “Longdon Regis- 
ters,’ was in the William Salt Library, at Stafford, the County seat of 
Staffordshire. He declared also that, so far as he knew, no Ridgleys 
were buried in the graveyard of Longdon Church; but that owing to 
the effacement by time of many of the inscriptions on. the tombstones he 
could not tell this for certain.* 

The parish church of Longdon is an imposing old Norman struc- 
ture, having been built about 1150. The tower was erected about 1540. 
The north transept, however, was built about seventy or eighty years 
ago. On the south side is Bishop Stoniwell’s chapel. The interior is 
most picturesque. The large round arch leading into the chancel is of 
curious Saxon zig-zag work, In the churchyard are many beautiful’ 
yew trees that cast an all but impenetrable shade; the tombstones under 
them loom up like phantoms in the semidarkness. 

‘“\Vas it not from the yew tree that war bows were made in olden 
times?” I asked the vicar. 

“Yes,” he replied, “from the wood of the yew were fashioned the 
famous long bows that the English archers used with such fatal effect 
at Crécy, Agincourt, Poitiers, and other great battles of the Middle 
Ages. I doubt not that many a yew tree that once graced this historic 
graveyard was sacrificed to the bowyer’s art, when war was imminent. 
english cemeteries were full of such trees in the past.” And then | 

*The copy of the Longdon Partsh Registers at the William Salt Library, Statford, 
contains no mention of the family of Ridgley, Riggeley, or Rugeley, IT had the records 
examined down to the year 1812. The descendants of William Ridgley, of \Ibright Ifussey, 


had evidently left the neighborhood of Longdon by the date that the Parish Registers begin, 
1.c., by 1663. Records previous to the foregoing are missing. 
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14 Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry Laimilies 


recalled Sir A. Conan Doyle’s stirring “The Song of the Bowmen”: 


“What of the bow? 

The bow was made in England; 

Of true wood, of yew wood, 

The wood of English bows. 

So men who are free 

Love the old yew-tree 

And the land where the yew-tree grows.’”* 


“Assuredly,” I said to myself, as I thanked the vicar for his kind- 
ness, “Humphrey Ridgley, of Longdon, must have attended the parish 
church, with the members of his family, and visited the Cathedral at 
Lichfield on ceremonial occasions in his lumbering old coach, with his 
coat of arms emblazoned on its panels.” 

As I left Longdon the sun was sinking low in the west, leaving the 
delightful afterglow so typical of English scenery. The- rooks were 
flocking home to their habitations in the trees of a neighboring park. A 
great and ineffable peace seemed to fall on the ancient graveyard, and I 
realized as never before the vanity of earthly hopes and wishes. With 
a feeling of sadness in my heart I bade farewell to Longdon Church 
which has witnessed the passing of many centuries and many people. 
Father Time with dusky wings broods over the sacred pile, forgetting 
now and then to turn his hour-glass. 

So much for the English ancestry and habitats of the Ridgelys; a 
rather fragmentary history, I admit, but not without interest. Let us 
“now turn to the founders of the family in Maryland,—the immigrants 
of the seventeenth century, about whom we have more definite informa- 


tion. 
II 


The exact year in which Robert Ridgely, progenitor of the ‘““Hamp- 
ton” branch of that name, emigrated to Maryland, seems to be a moot 
question. Hester Dorsey Richardson, genealogist and historian, in her 
“Side Lights on Maryland History,” says he came over in 1634, in the 
ship Assurance, with other “gentlemen passengers,” when King 


*Although ‘‘elme, wych, basil, and ashe’’ were much used for bows it is abundantly 
clear that yew was the material most sought after. Roger Ascham says that yew was best 
for “parfite shootyng.”” We might, at this juncture, inquire how yew trees came to be 
planted in churchyards. Walter Johnson, in his “Byways in British Archzxology,” 1912, says: 
“One section of antiquaries teaches us that the object was to ensure a supply of evergreens 
for great festivals, and to furnish, in particular, ‘palms’ for the procession on Palm Sunday. 
That the ‘yew or palm’ served this purpose is proved by entries in churchwardens’ accounts, 
and by the actual evidence of living eye-witnesses. ... Yew branches were also carried by 
mourners at funerals; and sprigs of yew were scattered on the coffins.” 
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Charles I sat on the throne of Great Britain and Ireland, and Oliver 
Cromwell, a plain country gentleman, was quietly ploughing his fields 
at St. Ives.8 Dr. Christopher Johnston, genealogist, asserts that Robert 
Ridgely emigrated to the Province of Maryland about 1665,° when 
Charles II reigned in England, and the redoubtable Cromwell was in 
his grave after having brought Charles I to the block and the heads- 
man’s axe.*° When genealogists disagree, then comes—what ? 


If Robert Ridgely settled in St. Mary’s City, St. Mary’s County, 
Md., in 1634, the year when the Ark and the Dove brought over the 
first Maryland colonists, under the leadership of Leonard Calvert, he 
found conditions most primitive; but if he arrived in 1665, thirty-one 
years later, the little city reflected in miniature something of the pa- 
geantry of seventeenth century England, with its picturesque costumes 
of the Court of the “Merry Monarch,” Charles II, so splendidly por- 
trayed in the paintings by Sir Peter Lely. Fine furniture, tapestries, 
and silverware adorned the houses of the well-to-do. The “seale gold 
ring’ was worn by every gentleman; plumed hats, periwigs, silver- 
hilted swords, broad baldrics with large buckles, long gold-mounted 
canes, sedan-chairs, etc., were in evidence everywhere. Dresses of the 
latest London fashions were displayed by the ladies. The Bay of St. 
Mary’s was filled with ships; some bringing valuable products from old 
England, others awaiting their cargoes of tobacco for the mother coun- 
try. 

The first mention of Robert Ridgely, Gent., in the annals of colo- 
nial Maryland is in the year 1666. On May 17 of that year, as “Clerke of 


STf Robert Ridgely emigrated to Maryland in 1634, as Ilester Dorsey Richardson claims, 
it seems strange that thirty-two years should have elapsed before anything was heard ot 
him. But one might say that he practiced law in a quiet sort of way or lived the somewhat 
monotonous life of a gentleman planter, until he was appointed Clerk of the Council, and 
from that time on became known to the public at large. I have not succeeded in finding the 
source of Mrs, Richardson’s statement that Robert Ridgely came to Maryland in 1631. Per- 
haps it is based ony some old letter handed down in the Ridgely family, or upon a family 
tradition, There is no mention of his cmigration in the “List of Our Karly Settlers.” But 
in tlotten’s ‘Phe original lists of persons of quality, emigrants, religious exiles, political 
rebels... who went from Great Britain to the American plantations, 1600-1700," published in 
London, 1874, there is mentioned a Robt Rigglie, who emigrated from England to Virginia, 
on July 21, 1635, in the ship .lssurance, sailing from London. Ilis age is given as nineteen. 
Could he have been the Robert Ridgely of this chronicle, presuming that he subsequently 
went to Maryland? The question is a nice one, and bristles with possibilities. 

® “Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland: Genealogies of Members.” 
Baltimore, Md., 1905, 

10 Oliver Cromwell died in 1658 and was buried in IIlenry the Seventh’s chapel in West- 
minster Abbey. After the Restoration his body was taken from its tomb, drawn on a sledge 
ignominiously to Tyburn, and hung on a gallows. The body was afterwards buried at the 
foot of the gallows tree, but the head was stuck on a pike and set up in Westminster Hall. 
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the Councill,” he attested ‘‘a true copy” of the commission issued by 
Crecilius Calvert, Lord Baltimore, to his son, Charles Calvert, to be 
governor of the Province.'! live years later, in June, 1671, Sir William 
Talbot, Baronet, a nephew of Lord Baltumore, and at the time [Principal 
Secretary of the Province of Maryland, was compelled to return to 
England on important business; whereupon Robert Ridgely was chosen 
as the baronet’s official representative during his absence in the mother 
country. He had to act as Clerk of the Provincial Court, Chief Judge 
for the Probate of Wills and Granting of [Letters of Administration, 
Register and Ixaminer of the [ligh Court of Chancery, and Keeper of 
the lesser Seal of the Province,—all of which duties he performed with 
satisfaction and ability.’* 

Robert Ridgely held the office of Acting Secretary of the Province 
until March 16, 1673, when his patron, Sir William Talbot, was super- 
seded by Col. William Calvert, son of Leonard Calvert, first governor 
of Maryland. fle served as Clerk of the Lower House of Assembly 
in 1671, 1674, 1076, 1678, and 16081. In 1674 he was Acting Attorney 
General of the Province. Robert Ridgely also practiced law with suc- 
cess, having'no doubt obtained his legal knowledge in the Inns of Court 
of london, like many other scions of the landed gentry otf [england. 
He acquired considerable reputation as attorney for Christopher 
Rousby, royal collector of revenues for Maryland, in his contest with 
Charles, third Lord Baltimore. On Middle Street, next to Garrett 
Van Sweringen’s Tavern, in St. Mary’s City, were the “law Chambers” 
of Robert Ridgely, owned in conjunction with Robert Carvile and 
Christopher Rousby. The one-acre lot on which the “law Chambers” 
were situated was granted in 16079, and was called “Triple Contract.” 
Kobert Ridgely’s residence, not very far away, was at Van Sweringen 
Point, on St. Inigoes Creek. (See “Map of St. Mary’s City.” /n 
Thomas’ “Chronicles of Colonial Maryland,” Baltimore, 1900.) He 
could sit on his front porch and gaze across the creek at the stately 
“Manor of Cornwaleys’ Cross” or “Cross. Manor,” the home of his 
friend, Capt. Thomas Cornwaleys, one of the wealthiest and most prom- 
inent planters in the Province of Maryland, who had arrived with the 
first settlers in 1634. St. Mary’s has vanished from the face of the 
earth, and with it the home of Robert Ridgely. Not a vestige of the 
original city remains; but one may still view “Cross Manor” on St. 


“Archives of Maryland (Proceedings of the Council of Maryland, 1636-1667), Vol, 
3, p. d45. Tis name is spelled “Ridgley” in the foregoing, 
12 Tbid. (1667-1687), Vol. 3, pp. §8-90. 
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Inigoes Creek, a venerable and beautiful building, though considerably 
altered from its original architecture. It is now owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Sterrett Grason. It is reputed to be the oldest brick 
house in Maryland, having been erected about 1643, or perhaps earlier.’ 

Robert Ridgely, who was known as Robert Ridgely, of St. Inigoes, 
acquired considerable property during his life time. In 1671 he mar- 
ried Martha ——————, who is recorded as an immigrant of that year. 
Her identity is unknown; but she must have been an attractive lady, for 
after Robert’s death she espoused two other gentlemen: first, Anthony 
Underwood; secondly, Charles Carroll. Robert Ridgely died in 1681, 
leaving four children: Robert, Charles, William, and Martha.* In his 
will, dated December 20, 1680, and proved December 24, 1681,?° he 
bequeathed to his wife, Martha, whom he made his executrix, the tract 
of land whereon he lived, namely, Van Sweringen Point, consisting of 
94 acres, and a tract of land on the Wicomico River, in Somerset 
County, which be bought from Edward Southerne, “together with all 
additions by me made to the said land now called by the name of 
‘Little Belleau,’ and now containing 1,200 acres.” He also gave her 
unconditional gifts of indentured servants, fegro slaves, cattle, horses, 
hogs, sheep, and money due him for tobacco shipped to England. He 
directed that his children be brought up in the Protestant religion, ac- 
cording to the canons of the Church of England. 


To his eldest son, Robert, he bequeathed ‘Friends’ Choice,” a 

138 “Today,” says Wilstach, in his ‘‘Potomac Landings” (1921), “the level green fields 
edged with forest growths give no trace of the once-important and considerable colonial 
capital. The State Ilouse, the Palace of St. John’s, the jail, the taverns, shops, and man- 
sions are as completely gone as if they had never been there. ... On the point where stood 
the historic Mulberry ‘Tree, the State Ifouse, and the buildings at the west end of Middle 
Street are now: a shaft to the memory of Governor Leonard Calvert and the first adven- 
turers of Lord Baltimore’s colony; Trinity Episcopal Church in the midst of the graves of 
more recent worthies; and the buildings of St. Mary’s Seminary, a state memorial on the 
spot where civilization and toleration were first planted on the Potomac.” Since the writing 
of the foregoing, the old State Ilouse has been reproduced, and a beautiful statue by Hans 
Schuler, called ‘Freedom of Conscience,’ erected. It is an interesting fact that Trinity 
Church was built with bricks of the first State Ilouse, ‘‘Clocker’s Fancy,’’ an old house 
on the outskirts of St. Mary’s City, may still be seen. It is owned by Mrs, T. R. ‘Thomas. 

“See genealogical chart of Robert Ridgely’s descendants, in the Maryland Historical 
Society, Baltimore, Md. (Wilson Miles Carey Papers, F 77.) 

4 The original will of Robert Ridgely is no longer in existence. Many of the records 
of St. Mary’s County having suffered by fire, more than likely the foregoing will was 
destroyed in that manner. It is to be regretted, for the seal appended to the document by 
the testator doubtless bore his coat of arms or his crest. Robert Ridgely’s sons, of course, 
were acquainted with the heraldic device, as is proved by the watch that was in the 
possession of the “Ifampton” branch of the family, as previously. noted. 

Copies of the will of Robert Ridgely are filed in the Office of the Register of Wills, 
Leonardtown, Md., and in the land Commissioner’s Office, at Annapolis, Md. For a 
brief of the will see Baldwin’s ‘The Maryland Calendar of Wills, 1630-1685," Vol. 1, p. 102. 
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plantation of 800 acres, in Worcester County, which he says “though 
at present in the possession of the Duke of York, yet I doubt not in 
the least but the same will appear in a short time to be the right and 
within the patent of the Lord Baltimore and Proprietary of this 
Province.” The foregoing tract referred to lands in the boundary dis- 
pute. He also gave Robert 600 acres of land called “Bellean” on the 
Wicomico River, Somerset County.’® 

To his second son, Charles, he gave two plantations in Calvert 
County, at the head of the Patuxent River—one called “General Gift,” 
the other “Timberley”—each containing 500 acres. These tracts, after 
the formation of Prince George’s County, were on that side of the 
division. 

To William, his third son, he bequeathed “Westernfields,” con- 
taining I,400 acres in Somerset County, at the head of the Wicomico 
River. 

To his daughter, Martha, he gave the sum of one hundred pounds 
sterling, to be paid to her on the day of her marriage or when she 
reached the age of twenty-one. She married Lewis Duvall. 

Robert Ridgely directs his executrix to give mourning rings, of 
the price of thirty shillings each, to his “deare and loving friends,” 
Christopher Rowsby, Kenelm Cheseldine, Robert Carvile, George Par- 
ker, Charles Boteler, William Steavens and Elizabeth, his wife. He 
appointed William Steavens and Christopher Rowsby the “oversears” 
of his last will and testament. The document was signed, sealed, and 
published in the presence of Anthony Underwood, Daniel Clocker, and 
William Taylor. 

One of the clauses in the will is as follows: “Whereas I have been 
an attorney in this Province and may Iecave several suits unfinished of 
several of my clients, for which I have received ye fees ... for ye 
same, and to refund which would be a great prejudice to my poor wife 
and children,...my request and desire is that my deare and loving 
friends, Christopher Rowsby, Kenelm Cheseldine, Robert Carvile, 
George Parker and Charles Boteler would, if they are not concerned 
against me, finish ye said cases in my behalf,” ete. The foregoing 
shows that all the gentlemen enumerated were lawyers by profession. 
Christopher Rowsby (written also Rousbie and Rousby) and Kenelm 
Cheseldine were prominent in the affairs of the Province of Maryland. 

In Baldwin’s “The Maryland Calendar of Wills, 1635-1685,"" Vol. 1, p. 102, ‘“Bellean” 


is spelled “Belleon.”” The name I have given is taken from the copy of Robert Ridgely’s 
will filed at Leonardtown, Md. Perhaps “Bellean” and “Belleon’’ are corruptions of “Belleau.” 
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Kenelm Cheseldine, whose family name is sometimes spelled 
Chisildine and Cheseldyne in the old records, was one of the leaders 
in the Protestant Revolution of 1688. ‘Cheseldine,” says Thomas, in 
his “Chronicles of Colonial Maryland,” “was made Speaker of the 
Protestant Convention, which assembled immediately after the close 
of the revolution, and also of the first Assembly convened under the 
Royal Government in 1692; he was also appointed Commissary General 
of the Province, from which office he was dismissed in 1697, for care- 
lessness and negligence in office.” (Cl. Pro., H. D., Part 2d, p. 539.) 
His home, called “East St. Mary’s,” stood on the north side of Chan- 
cellor Creek. 

Robert Ridgely must have been a devout Christian, judging from 
the preamble to his will, which reads as follows: 

“TI, Robert Ridgely, of St. Inigoes Creek, in ye County of St. 
Mary’s in ye Province of Maryland, Gentleman, being in sound and 
perfect health, thanks be to God for ye same, yet considering how many 
small and various accidents may and doe suddenly take the sonnes of 
men out of this transitory world, doe make this my last will and testa- 
ment in manner and form following...first, I give my soule to Almighty 
God my Creator, which He of His fatherly goodness gave me when He 
first fashioned me in my mother’s wombe, nothing doubting but that of 
His infinite goodness and mercy, through the only meritts of my 
Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, He will receive it unto His glory. 
Secondly, my body I give it unto Mother Earth, from whence it came, 
to be decently enterred according to the will of my Executrix hereafter 
named.”... | 

Robert Ridgely was probably buried on his estate, but, to my 
knowledge, nothing remains of his last resting place. He doubtless died 
in his big canopied bed surrounded by members of his family. But not 
so his good friend, Col. Christopher Rousby, whom he successfully 
defended in the contest with Charles Calvert, as previously noted. 
Colonel Rousby, Collector General for the King, while in the pursuit 
of his official duties, was stabbed to death on board a British warship, 
the Quaker Ketch, by Col. George Talbot, a cousin of Lord Baltimore, 
and Surveyor General of the Province, likewise a member of the Coun- 
cil. The two gentlemen had had a violent altercation, but Colonel 
Rousby was unarmed at the time. Colonel Talbot fled from the wrath 
of the freemen of St. Mary’s County, and took refuge in the woods of 
Virginia, where he was finally captured, tried, and sentenced to death, 
by the Virginia authorities. But Lord Baltimore would not submit to 
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the jurisdiction of the Virginia court, and decided to have his kinsman 
tried in england. He sent a messenger to Sir francis Howard, Baron 
of Effingham, then Governor of the “Old Dominion,” demanding that 
Colonel Talbot be given up to Maryland; but when the pursuivant ar- 
rived at the prison to which the condemned gentleman had been as- 
signed pending his execution, his cell was found empty. It seems that 
Talbot’s devoted wife, aided by four trustworthy friends disguised as 
Irish soldiery, had sailed to Virginia in an open boat, delivered her hus- 
band from durance vile, and brought him back to his estate in Cecil 
County, Md., where he lived concealed until Royal clemency was 
granted and he came forth a free man to take his place again in the 
world of affairs. 

Christopher Rousby’s grave, covered by a massive stone slab, now 
broken and crumbling away, may still be seen in a lonely field on the 
former Rousby plantation, “Susquehanna,” on the Patuxent River. The 
inscription on the tombstone is as follows: 


“Here lyeth the Body of Xphr. Rousbie Esquire who was taken 
out of this World by A voilent [sic] Death received on Board his 
Majesty’s Ship the Quaker Ketch, Capt. Thos. Allen Commandr. 
the last day of Octr. 1684 and also of Mr. John Rousbie his 
brother who departed this natural Life on Board the Ship Balti- 


more Being arrived in Patuxon River the first day of February 
1685.” 


Colonel Rousby’s younger brother, John, was buried in the same 
grave with him. Both gentlemen, inseparable companions in life, died 
on ship board in Maryland waters, one violently, the other peacefully. 
Strange coincidence! Iven the ships are symbolic,—one designed for 
war; the other, a merchant vessel, for peace. 


III 


Robert Ridgely’s second son, Charles Ridgely I, married Deborah, 
daughter of Hlon. John Dorsey and Pleasanee (lly) Dorsey, of Anne 
Arundel County. He died in 1705. On the death of her husband, 
Deborah married Richard Claggett, and became the grandmother of 
the Right Reverend Thomas John Claggett, the first Protestant Episco- 
pal Bishop of Maryland. 

Col. Charles Ridgely I] (1702 [or 3]-1772), a younger son of 
Charles Ridgely I, migrated to Baltimore County, where he became 
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possessed of extensive holdings, among which were “Northampton,” 
a tract of 4,000 acres ; “Oakhampton” ; and “Hampton Court.” He lived 
on “Ridgely’s Delight,” now in the city of Baltimore. In 1721 he 
married Rachel Howard, daughter of John Howard, of “Timberneck,” 
son of John Howard, of Anne Arundel County. After her death in 
1750, he married Lydia Warfield, widow of Samuel Stringer, Sr., 
who survived him. Colonel Ridgely’s public record was as follows: 
Justice of the Peace, Baltimore County, 1741-53; Justice of the 
Quorum, 1750-53; member of the Lower House of Maryland As- 
sembly, for Baltimore County, 1752-54; styled “Major,” 1751; Colonel 
of Militia, 1757; ete. 

Capt. Charles Ridgely (1733-90), son of Col. Charles Ridgely 
II, was in the House of Burgesses, 1773-89. He served with distinc- 
tion in the Revolutionary War and was one of the framers of the 
State Constitution. In 1760 Captain Ridgely married Rebecca Dorsey, 
daughter of Caleb, of “Belmont.” It was Captain Ridgely who built the 
magnificent mansion “Hampton,” near Towson, Baltimore County, 
which has been called “the show place of Maryland.” Begun in 1783, 
it was seven years in construction. The architect and builder was a 
certain John Tlowell. \Vhen the grand housewarming took place, the 
chatelaine of the manor, Rebecca kKidgely, who was an ardent Method- 
ist, held a prayer meeting in the parlors for the spiritual edification 
of her particular lady friends; while her husband, the good-natured 
captain, who loved lis pipe and a game of cards, and followed the 
hounds like his English ancestors, held high carnival in a different part 
of the building with the fox-hunting gentlemen of the neighborhood— 
playing cards, drinking punch, and singing songs. But, alas, the jolly 
captain lived only a few months after the housewarming. 

Captain Ridgely, having no children, left his estate to his nephew, 
Charles Ridgely Carnan, son of his sister, Achsah, with the proviso 
that he assume the surname of Ridgely; and “he thus, under a formal 
legislative enactment, was placed at the head of ‘Hampton’ as Charles 
Carnan Ridgely.” 

Governor Charles Carnan Ridgely (1760-1829) was the son of 
Captain Carnan, an Irish officer of distinetion, who fought under \Wash- 
ington im the War of the Revolution, [lis mother was Achsah, daugh- 
ter of Col. Charles and Rachel (lloward) Ridgely. A Federalist in pol- 
itics, he represented Baltimore County five years in the Legislature. 
In 1815 he was elected Governor of Maryland. Te was a great-great- 
grandson of Robert Ridgely, the Cavalier immigrant. Governor 
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Ridgely married Priscilla Dorsey, daughter of Caleb, of “Belmont,” 
and thus became a brother-in-law of his uncle. He was succeeded in 
the proprietorship of “Hampton” by his son, John Ridgely (1790- 
1867), who married, first, in 1812, his cousin, Prudence Gough Car- 
roll; and, secondly, in 1828, Eliza Eichelberger Ridgely, daughter of 
Nicholas Greenberry Ridgely. Capt. Charles Ridgely (1830-72), son of 
John Ridgely and Eliza Eichelberger Ridgely, married in 1851 Mar- 
garetta Sophia Howard, a granddaughter of Gen. John Eager Howard, 
famous soldier of the American Revolution. Capt. John Ridgely, son 
of Capt. Charles Ridgely and Margaretta Sophia (Howard) Ridgely, 
and present owner of “Hampton,” was born December 22, 1851. In 
1871 he entered Trinity College, Cambridge, England, and was in at- 
tendance at that institution when he was suddenly called home, the fol- 
lowing year, on the death of his father; whereupon he assumed the 
management of “Hampton” in his mother’s behalf, and upon her death 
in 1904 came into proprietary charge of the estate, which amounted to 
some 1,000 acres. ‘or eight years he served as captain of the Towson 
Guards, a company attached to the First Maryland Infantry. On 
September 11, 1873, Captain Ridgely was married to Helen West 
Stewart, daughter of John Stewart, who was third in descent from 
David Stewart (1745-1817), of Ireland, a wealthy merchant and ship 
owner of Baltimore at the time of the Revolution. Mrs. Ridgely was 
the author of “The Old Brick Churches of Maryland” (1894) and 
“Tistoric Graves of Maryland and the District of Columbia” (1908), 
published under the auspices of the Maryland Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America. She was born July 27, 1854, at “Upton,” the old 
suburban residence of the Stewarts in what is now the heart of Bal- 
timore. 

In 1923 Capt. and Mrs. John Ridgely celebrated the fiftieth an- 
niversary of their marriage,—their “Golden Wedding.” The affair 
was held at “Hampton,” in the autumn of the year, with numerous 
invited guests in attendance, many of them of Ridgely descent. The 
Governor of the State of Maryland and the Mayor of Baltimore were 
present on the occasion, with other notables.?? 

Mrs. Ridgely died in 1929. I have a most pleasant recollection of 
her and of her father, John Stewart, in whose office I studied law, 
1881-1883. He was born in 1826 and died in r901. Mr. Stewart was 
a very courtly gentleman of the old school, and possessed a fine library 
of law books, many of them parchment-bound volumes imported from 


17“Tercentenary History of Maryland. . .” Baltimore, Md., 1925. Vol. 4, pp. 818-21. 
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England. His law chambers were on St. Paul Street near Lexington 
Street, Baltimore, Md., in the second story of a fine old house which 
he owned, now demolished. In the neighborhood were the offices of 
the celebrated S. Teackle Wallis, Col. Charles Marshall, erstwhile mili- 
tary secretary to Gen. Robert E. Lee; Bernard Carter, John Prentice 
Poe, and other luminaries of the Baltimore Bar of that period. Mrs. 
John Ridgely was a frequent visitor at her father’s office, where a 
portrait of Sir William Blackstone over the carved mantelpiece stared 
fixedly at the big book case filled with legal tomes on the opposite side 
of the room. Mrs. Ridgely was a historian of ability; her “The Old 
Brick Churches of Maryland” is charmingly written and contains a 
wealth of valuable data. In this book she relates some interesting anec- 
dotes of Capt. Charles Ridgely, of “Hampton.” She says that when 
“Hampton” was being built the workmen, most of whom lived in Bal- 
timore, were permitted to stop their labor at 4 o’clock, p. m., and return 
to their homes before nightfall, because of the wolves that infested the 
neighborhood. 

For a graphic description of “Hampton” one should read “Homes 
of the Cavaliers,” by Katherine Scarborough. “Hampton” is without 
doubt the most pretentious house of colonial design in Maryland.*® At 
the rear is a terraced garden with clipped borders of English box. 
One enters the grounds through an escutcheoned gateway of wrought 
iron, set in stone pillars; a porter’s lodge is at one side. The mansion, 
which is approached through a winding avenue lined with splendid old 
trees, consists of a large central building surmounted with a tall oc- 
tagonal tower or cupola and flanked by two wings. It is built of rough 
stone overlaid with plaster, with pitched roof and tall chimneys. The 
front portico is flagged with black and white marble. The main en- 
trance opens into a hall, wide enough for a coach-and-four to pass 
through. “On the walls of this hall,” says Miss Scarborough, “hang 
masterpieces of the seventeenth and the eighteenth century, the works 
of Sassoferrato, Carlo Dolce and Thomas Sully, with the latter’s por- 
trait of the lovely Eliza Ridgely, daughter of the builder. . . . She 
stands in white muslin, a deep blue scarf around her shoulders, radiant 
against a golden harp. At the right of the entrance is the drawing 


1%“ “Ilampton,’”’ says John M. Ilammond, in his “Colonial Mansions of Maryland and 


Delaware,” ‘‘is the largest colonial mansion in Maryland. But the title ‘colonial’ may be 
denied to ‘IIampton’ by the purist in terms, as its foundations were not laid until 1783— 
the very last minutes of the colonial era in this country—but it is so purely Georgian in 
design and so representative in spirit of the colonial era that the lover of things of this 
period will always wish to have its acquaintance.” 
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room, 24 feet by 25 feet, a very jewel of a room. lor it the cabinet 
makers of the Chippendale, Hepplewhite, and Sheraton periods were 
called upon to contribute the products of their handiwork. In the 
music room is the harp of I[¢liza Ridgely. In the dining room is a 
splendid portrait of George Washington, painted by Gilbert Stuart, 
and one of Gen. John Eager }loward, hero of the battle of Cowpens. 
Over the mantelpiece hangs the portrait by Hesselius, a pupil of Sir 
Godfrey Kneller, of the builder of the mansion, and there is one, also, 
of his wife.” ... 

“There is an unwritten law,’ 


continues Miss Scarborough, “in the 
Ridgely family by which the old house and a certain portion of the 
estate pass in unbroken line of succession from father to eldest son, 
making it in effect the only entailed estate in the country. Much of 
the 6,000 acres which Capt. Charles Ridgely owned has passed into 
other hands. Some of it has been sold to the city of Baltimore for 
development of the municipality’s water supply and some has been 
divided among members of the family. [lere and there a farm has been 
sold, but the Ridgelys still number their acres by the hundreds.” 

In the family vault in the grotinds of “Hampton” repose six and 
possibly seven generations of Ridgelys. Capt. Charles Ridgely, who 
died June 28, 1790, made provision in his will for the building of this 
sepulchre, which is constructed of marble and brick. 


IV 


William Ridgely, of South River, came to the Province of Mary- 
land in 1072. lis first survey, in 1697, was “Ridgely’s Beginning,” 
situated on the north side of South River, which he and his wife, 
{lizabeth, in the year 1710, sold to Amos Garrett, of Annapolis. In 
1690 he purchased. from James Tinley a portion of “Abbington,” at 
the head of South River, and made it his homestead. On the Marriage 
of his only son, William, to Jane Westall, daughter of George Westall, 
of South River, in 1702, he and his wife deeded “Abbington” to them. 

William Ridgely’s landed estates were as follows: “Ridgely’s Be- 
ginning,” 40 acres; “Ridgely’s Chance,” 305 acres; and “Abbington,” 
200 acres. He died in 1716, intestate. Col. Henry Ridgely’s will shows 
William to be his brother. 

“A tomb of a descendant of this family,” according to “Ancestral 
Records and Portraits,” “remains to this day on the land of the early 
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Ridgelys.”. The monument has been removed to St. Anne’s church- 
yard, Annapolis, Md., and bears the crest and arms of the family.” 
A careful search of St. Anne’s churchyard, also of St. Anne’s Ceme- 
tery, Annapolis, which I made in the fall of 1934, failed to reveal this 
monument. ‘Ancestral Records and Portraits,” however, gives the 
Ridgely heraldic device at the head of its article on William Ridgely, 
with the motto: “Dum spiro spero.” The “Hampton” Ridgelys have 
adopted the motto of “Cave Canum.” 


V 


Col. Henry Ridgely emigrated to Maryland in ros. Frot. J. D. 
Warfield, in his “The Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Coun- 
ties, Maryland” (p. 77), says that he came from Devonshire, England. 
As to the correctness of this statement I am unable to speak. But I 
find no evidence in the Devonshire Visitations of any Ridgelys living 
in Devonshire. Tlowever, that is not proof positive that they did not 
reside there. Some of the descendants of the Statfordshire Ridgelys 
may have settled in County Devon and emigrated from there to Amer- 
ica.2”) John Henry Creagar, the genealogist, assumed that the follow- 
ing record was intended for Col. Henry kidgely,, the immigrant: 
“Tfenry Ridley demands lands for transporting lumself, which is 
entered in Burles book, and [élizabeth Tloward, his wife, and John 
all, Stephen Gill, Richard Ravens and Jane, lis servants, in the year 
1659.” 

In 1661 James Wardner (\Varner) and Henry Ridgely were 
granted a certificate for 600 acres, called “Wardridge,” on the north 
side of South River, adjoining a tract known as “Broome,” formerly 
owned by Richard Beard. In 1665 Mr. \Warner assigned his right to 
Henry Ridgely. “This transfer,” says Professor \Warfield, “was one 
of the burnt records of 1704. It was restored by Col. Charles Green- 
berry, in the interest of his sister’s children.” 

In 1679 Colonel Ridgely was commissioned Associate Justice of 
Anne Arundel County; in 1689 he was appointed “Captain of the 
loote”; in 1692-93 he was a member of the lower House; in 1694 he 


EEE 


we Ancestral Reeords and Portraits. A Compilation from the Archives . 2.” The 
Colonial Dames of America, 1t0, Vol. 2, po Got, 


“The tombs of the family are on Broad Creek, a branch of South River, four miles 
from Annapolis.” 
“Tn a communication to me, dated April 15, 1985, the College of Arms, London, says: 


“Tt has not been found possible to trace any pedigree or arms of a family of Ridgely in 
County Devon.” ; 
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26 Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry Families 


was promoted to be Major, and in the same year was elevated to the 
post of Lieutenant Colonel in the militia.* According to the ‘Warfield 
Papers” he married in England Elizabeth Howard. His second wife 
was Sarah Warner, daughter of James Warner and Elizabeth (Harris) 
Warner; and his third wife was Mary (Stanton) Duvall, widow of 
Mareen Duvall, the Huguenot. Professor Warfield is of the opinion 
that Col. Henry Ridgely II was the son of the second wife. 

“In 1685,” says Professor Warfield, “Col. Henry Ridgely surveyed 
‘Ridgely’s Forrest,’ which covered all the land surrounding Annapolis 
Junction and Savage Factory. In 1699 he granted to his son, Henry, 
220 acres of ‘Broome’ and 200 acres of ‘Wardridge’ [called ‘Wald- 
ridge’, in Colonel Henry’s will]. Upon this combined plantation, 
Henry Ridgely II, having removed from his Annapolis homestead, 
died in early manhood. In 1702 Colonel Henry sold to Charles Car- 
roll, ‘the house and lot in Annapolis, lately in the tenture of my son, 
adjoining the lots of Charles and Rachel Kilburne.’” 

In 1696 Col. Henry Ridgely, after his marriage with Mary (Stan- 
ton) Duvall, moved to Prince George’s County, Md., where he engaged 
in mercantile pursuits. In 1705 he was elected a vestryman of St. Bar- 
nabas’ Church, Queen Anne Parish.*! His will written April 30, 1705, 
with codicils, “in the third year of the reigne of our Sovn. Lady Anne, 
by the Grace of God, Queen of England, etc.,”’ was probated July 13, 
1710. The original will is missing from the archives of the Office of 
the Register of Wills, Upper Marlboro, Prince George’s County, Md., 
but a copy of it is contained in Will Book 1, p. 39. A copy may be 
seen also in the Land Commissioner’s Office at Annapolis, Md., Liber 
No. 13, folio &9, etc. 

* Warfield: “The Founders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties, Maryland,’’ p. 78. 

1 See “Ilistory of St. Barnabas’ Church, Queen Anne Parish, Prince George’s County, 


Md.” By Caleb Clarke Magruder. In ‘‘Year Book of American Clan Gregor Society... 
1921-25,’ pp. 11, 14, 24. 

The records of Queen Anne Parish, which are now in the custody of the Washington 
Cathedral, Mount Saint Alban, Washington, D. C., are in a very dilapidated condition 
from age and frequent handling. A manuscript copy of them may be seen in the library 
of the Maryland Ifistorical Society, Baltimore, Md. A search of the original records, from 
1705 to 1710 inclusive, shows that Col. Henry Ridgely was elected a vestryman of St. Barnabas’ 
Church on April 9, 1705. In June, 1705, the parish paid him 2,108 pounds of tobacco for 
2,10814 feet of plank. On May 20, 1709, Colonel Ridgely subscribed £10 for the building of 


a new church. On September 5, 1710, Madam Mary Ridgely petitioned the vestry for a 
pew in the gallery of the church. Her plea was granted, with the proviso that she pay 
“ye workman for ye same, it being ye middlemost pew.” The Parish records from 1705 


to 1710 contain some pages of vital statistics, but no entries of burials. There are no 
Ridgely tombs to be seen in the churchyard of St. Barnabas’ Church, I presume that Col. 
Henry Ridgely was buried on his plantation, “Catton.” The present St. Barnabas’ Church, 
the third bearing this name, near Leeland, Md., was built in 1772-73. 
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‘ The following is an abstract of the foregoing document, taken 
from Mrs. Baldwin's “The Maryland Calendar of Wills, 1635-1085,” 
Vol-3)° p. 175) tet. seqi: . 


“To wife Mary, executrix, and heirs, dwelling plantation and land 
“Catton.” 

“To unborn child if male at 21 years, if female at 16 years or mar- 
riage, plantation, ‘Larkin’s Forrest,’ bought of Thomas Larkin, 
also 100 acres added to same and 500 acres, ‘Mary’s Delight.’ 
Wife aforesaid to have use of said land during minority of said 
child, and to possess former should child die without issue. 

“To son Charles and heirs, plantation and land, ‘Hogg Neck’ and 
300 acres, part of ‘Waldridge,’ also ‘Ridgely’s Lot’ at Hun- 
tington, Anne Arundel County, certain tract 30 acres, sold to 
Thomas Reynolds in fork of branch at side next to Neal Clarke’s 
line, seated by William Griffith. 


“In event of death during minority of unborn child, ‘Mary’s Delight’ 
aforesaid to be divided between John and Joseph Brewer, Thomas 
and Henry Odall, sons of Thomas Odall, and their heirs. 

“To brother William Ridgely, personalty. 

“By codicil, same date, testator leaves to daughter Sarah, wife of 
Thomas Odall, and to unborn child aforesaid, personalty. 

“To grandson Henry, son of Henry, residue of ‘Waldridge,’ and to 

~ Charles Ridgely, and heirs, ‘Larkins Forrest’ aforesaid at de- 
cease of wife. 

“To grandson Henry, son of Henry, residue of ‘Waldridge,’ and to 
each grandchild (not designated), 10 pounds sterling at majority. 

“Grandson Henry, son of Henry, to be under charge of Thomas Odall 
and Charles Greenberry, and grandson Nicholas under that of 
wife aforesaid. 

_“To goddaughter Martha Duvall, to St. Barnabas Church of Queen 

Anne’s Parish, and to Richard Duckett, personalty. 

~ “Test: Richard Duckett, John Ratenbury, Thomas Reynolds, and 

Lewis Duvall.” 


Col. Henry Ridgely II was born in Maryland, October 3, 16609. 
He married Katherine, eldest daughter of Col. Nicholas Greenberry. 
His death occurred March 19, 1699, O. S., 1700, N.S. He appointed 


his wife executrix, and his father, Col. Henry Ridgely, and his brother, _ 


Charles Greenberry, overseers of his will, which was dated September 
13, 1699, and proved April 26, 1700. 
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He left five children: Henry, Nicholas, Charles, Ann, and Eliza- 
beth. Nicholas, the progenitor of the Delaware Ridgelys, was born at 
“\Waldridge” in 1694. When he was thirty-eight years of age he 
moved to “eden Hill,” a plantation near Dover, Delaware, and became 
one of the leading citizens of that State, serving as Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex Counties until his death 
In 1755. “In 1735,” says Professor Warfield, “as foreman of the 
Grand Jury he signed a petition to King George II, against granting a 
charter to Lord Baltimore, in abrogation of the rights of the Penn 
family, in the three lower counties.” 

Col. Henry Ridgely IL was buried in the “Worthington-Ridgely”’ 
private graveyard near Parole, Anne Arundel County, Md.*? Ilis last 
resting place was marked by a massive stone slab, which has under- 
gone some strange vicissitudes. For more than two centuries in un- 
disturbed repose rested the mortal remains of Colonel Ridgely; until, 
about the year 1892, when a Scotch crofter, or small farmer, came over 
to Maryland and settled upon a tract of land contiguous to the an- 
cestral burying-ground of the Ridgelys and Worthingtons. Notwith- 
standing the, protests of his neighbors, the Scotch vandal—a “canny 
chiel” at that—built a cottage in the very center of the God’s acre. 
Some of the old gravestones were thrust aside to make room for his 
dwelling. The ponderous slab that once covered the remains of Col. 
Ilenry Ridgely Il was badly mutilated by the wheels of the crofter’s 
heavy farm wagons that passed over it. The Scotchman eventually 
returned to his native land and his cottage passed into other hands. 

Thanks to the efforts of the Peggy Stewart Chapter of the Co- 
lomal Dames of Maryland, the tombstone of Col. Tlenry Ridgely II 
was removed to St. Anne’s churchyard, Annapolis, Md. It is placed 
in the grounds near the main door of the church, a short distance to 
the left as one enters the sacred edifice. Upon this slab is carved the 
following inscription : 

“Tere Lyeth the body of Mr. Henry Ridgley who was borne 
the 3d of October 1669 and departed this life on ye roth day of 
Mareh 169g9g (700)” 


A skull and cross-bones ornament the top of the slab, the skull be- 
ing surrounded with a wreath of laurel branches. The name, it will be 


“This old graveyard was a reserved site on the joint plantations of ‘Waldridge” and 
Broome,” the inheritance of Tlenry Ridgely II, which lay southwest of ‘‘Ilockley,” 
on the road leading to the head of South River. 


vA 
px baw yanA (29 


ik, Ba som 
pit pial mio asl 


in wrod enw Cogbist yierela oft loom 4 96 i, mi 
of sys to es7y jelyio-yriidls esw sal pur oan i 

oone2e0d bas TsweloG Jovotl zeon noinenucla, iy iH. , 
-ué ot to ogbul as getivise stale tart io econiti: f 
dissh ais lijas zoumNO) yore bas 090A olvag ath "ayaa ) 
of} to maoot ce” blpith V7 roeestorl ayia * ay ti ng 

& yuvnstg tenisys 1] agido) gait o} noititag & es yie onl x . 
nao oft Yo dilgir sdf to ar itt sroniistetl ‘bio, 


feta’ y 


WE oa 2 be vf rt) a pie ry on i, 
"ylogbiht- worgnidyoW? “ oe ni. boiwsd ; ap Usdoghia, 


fest tlh “.bM wgaano) labrum. sag, lors, 1690 ney 
-reban and doidw dele onete oviezorn a yd. bobs pin 7 i 
~aU ai esiwiace ows nest st0m1 10° ..cobuntiavisiv pn 10 
lin j yloghit lsnolod to enigceet letaoer ot betes, a0 
t9vo ome ,ro9MIIet Heme 19 r9tleTs HaI02% 6 node 581 1899  odt:a 
“116 91 of evougiinod bash lo fet 6 dog holttse bas bast ‘ 
«liwioA ecorgnitinoW ben eyloghit sit To pam tent 
yanes” g—Isbnsvy dood oft zrodidgion aid Yo atestorg, ott y wibiese Ai 
2106 2'bow alt Yo 199099 viov ofl ni agsitao tlind—tert tm, “Iaido Nae 
2i tol moor sAsm ot sbies ted) sow 2onoteeve1y blo adi, ie: onto hs 
He. ) Jo eavenn oft hovves 9900 taht dele anorebiod : oft 3 ails wh 
ywoito1s oft lo eladw oft vd betelitues “hd enw il iloghist tea "4 i 
1 nove nsiuhbjoon oft dt tvo borenq msl} enlogew util quad ‘ ! 
ebisit odio omni bozeng ogeitoo aid bas bast oviten zi ne 
“OJ of) lo t23qeS) tewsie ygeo'l onli io etsetle ost ot Ee anit 
Hl ylopbih yell oD lo snatzcdesnes oil bunlyanlA tu 2m 
hoosly 2h th IZ eilogeans, hragsloands 2'oenn A, 32.01 bo 
of svinteib tote s slows ody Jo toob mig alt azote ely 5 om 
ot bovag> zt dsle 2uht noqU _.soitthe boone ont 27k, on o 0a 


® f 
“ >i 
> tay be yz 4 : 
a qveee t 


omod esw ow yolgbitt agente aw, te hod sd 
jo usb dior oy ao stil eit Pepa bas cain 


TALL ( ig ee i ot vt 


of Mole i dt " ot to qoh at en 


on [live th ormste of TD : ere yn 
DSi, oi. 3 ee a 

bas * aba) Morea athe ce i b i * : ch uy 
re _— ; , 7 ’ LD vet ' , 
eee Yo tei ve at un + vat »' ei 
on ‘ oe 

r Ay 5. b 


o% 7 p 
ey ae ee / J 
it ra a ‘a 
} vA 


4{ f 


Dorsey 29 


observed, is spelled “Ridgley,”—the same spelling as that of the Ridg- 
leys, of Shropshire and Staffordshire, [ngland. 

Sad to relate, the “Worthington-Ridgely” graveyard, mentioned 
above, is now completely demolished. To look at the site today no one 
would ever realize that it was once used as a God's acre for two aristo- 
cratic old families of Anne Arundel County. 


DORSEY 
I 


HE founder of the Dorsey family, of Anne Arundel County, Md., 
was Edward Dorcy or Darcy,’ who migrated from Virginia to 
Maryland about 1649, with his wife and four children, and ac- 

quired lands on the Severn River in 1650 and 1651. According to some 
genealogists he left Virginia because of the proscriptive laws against 
Nonconformists existing in that colony, and sought refuge in Mary- 
land, where “all Christian sects were on a plane of equality and none 
were persecuted.’” 


Hester Dorsey Richardson, in her “Side Lights on Maryland His- 
tory,” and Harry Wright Newman, in his “Gentry of Anne Arundel 


‘In the “Proceedings of the Provincial Court of Maryland, 1658-1662 (Archives of 
Maryland, Vol 41, p. 390," 1 find the immigrant’s name listed as Edward Dorey, but. this 
may have been incerreetly spelled by the clerk of the court. In another place (p, 314 of 
the same volume) is the following curious record: 

“Att a Court holden in) Anarundel County on Twesday 24 August 1659, 

“Whereas Thomas Ilinson hath petitioned this Court, Showing that hee hauing taken 
up the Boate wherein Edward Darcy & some others were drowned, neare the Isle of Kent, 
being desyred by the s4 Darcys Ouerseer to take up the same. Weh he did, deliuering the 
same Boate to the cheife in Authority, taking a discharge uppon the deliuering of the same 
under his hand att Anarundell & now by his Petn Crauing for his paynes taking therein, 
as the Court now sitting shall adiudge him: 

“It is Ordered that the s4 Thomas Ifinson have One hund® pownds of Tob, payed 
him for his s# paines & Care taken, by those (whocuer they bee) that possesse & enioy 
the s@ Boate.” 

According to Mr. Newman the above record refers to the death by drowning of 
Edward) Darcy, the immigrant, before August 2, 1659 William B. Marye, genealogist and 
heraldist of the Maryland Iistorical Society, concurs in this opinion. In a communication 
to me, March 7, 1935, he so expressed himself. 

2JIn the early seventeenth century there was a colony of Puritans or dissenters in the 
“Old Dominion,” and among them were several Dorseys and Dareys. As carly as 1612 an 
Edward Dorsey came to Lower Norfolk County, Va., with Cornelius Lloyd; and in = 1682, 
an immigrant of the same name came fo the same place with) Edward Eleetwood., CSce 
“Certificate of Head) Rights ino the County Court of Lower Norfolk,’ by J. IE. Lea, in 
“New England Ilistorical and Genealogical Register’? Vol. 47, p. 68.) And this raises the 
question as to the origins of the names Darey and Dorsey. Is) Darey (or D' Arey) a 
corruption of Dorsey or vice versa? Some writers think that D’Arcy is derived from 
D’Orsai, or D’Orsay, the patronymic of a family settled near Cleves, Flanders. In 1661 
Robert Bullen demanded Jands for bringing over a number of passengers to Maryland, 
among whom was Edward lorsey, But this was ten years subsequent to the time Edward 
Darcy established himself ou the Severn River. , 
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County,” assume that the original name of the immigrant was Darcy, 
which was subsequently changed to Dorsey. There is considerable 
evidence to support this view, for the immigrant’s son, Edward, who 
played such a conspicuous role in the history of the Province, is re- 
ferred to in the “Papers Relating to the Associators’ Assembly,” 1689, 
and in the “Proceedings of the Council of Maryland,” 1678-79, 1681-85, 
as Edward Darcy or Darcey. But in the “Proceedings of the Council 
of Maryland,” 1694-97, he is spoken of continuously as Edward Dor- 
sey.® 

The name of Edward Darcy’s wife is unknown; his children were 
Joshua, Edward, John, and Sarah. They did not retain the religious 
faith of their parents (presuming that the latter were of the Puritan 
persuasion), but became members of the Church of Iéngland. 

Up to the present time genealogists have failed to trace beyond 
peradventure the ancestry of the Dorseys, of Anne Arundel County. 
Some assert that the immigrant, Edward Darcy, was of Irish descent, 
while others claim that he was of English extraction. 

Both theories as to the descent of Edward Darcy, of Anne Arundel 
County, Md., are worthy of consideration; but personally I am inclined 
to the opinion that he was a native of England. There were D’Arcys, 
Darcys, or Darceys in [england at the time of William the Conqueror. 
Many of that name are located also in Ireland.* 

That delightful old gossip, Samuel Pepys, mentions, in his diary, 
meeting a Mr. Darcy, ‘a very fine gentleman,” on board the warship 
that carried Charles II back to England from Holland in the year 
1660. 

The grant made by Czecilius Calvert in 1664 to Edward Dorsey, 
Joshua Dorsey, and Jolin Dorsey, sons of the immigrant, bore the pecu- 
liar name of “Hockley-in-the-Hole,’ evidently derived from a place 
with a similar name situated in the district of Clerkenwell, London. If 
the Dorsey brothers bestowed the foregoing title on their estate, it con- 
stitutes valuable circumstantial evidence that the family originally came 
from England and probably from Middlesex County. It was often the 


* “Archives of Maryland,” Vol. 18, p, 242; Vol. 15, p. 823; Vol. 17, p. 879; Vol. 20, p. 153, 

‘There were two distinet branches of Dareys in colonial Maryland,’? says Iester 
Dorsey Richardson, in her ‘Side Lights on Maryland Ilistory,” “not in any way con- 
nected so far as the records show, but between which traditions of relationship exist in 
both branches, Of these two branches that on the Eastern Shore has been seated in Dor- 
chester County since 1660, the original estate descending from father to son to the present, 
or eighth generation. The evidence of the descent of this family from the ancient and 
noble family of Darcy in England exists on the heraldic seal of John Darcy, Gent., used on 
an official document, dated 1719: the bull passant, on a cap of maintenance, denotes the 
particular branch of English Darcys from which the Darcy-Dorseys, of Dorchester, spring.” 
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custom among the early colonists to name their plantations after well 
known localities in the land of their nativity. 

“Hockley-in-the-Hole,” in the seventeenth and the eighteenth cen- 
tury, was a favorite sporting center of London, noted in particular for 
the baiting of bears and bulls. Our Anglo-Saxon ancestors seemed to 
delight in these rude outdoor sports. We have bull and bear baiting 
today, so to speak, but it is confined to the Stock Exchange. ‘One of 
London’s three bear gardens,” says Ned Ward, in “The London Spy,” 
1698, “was at ‘Hockley-in-the-Hole,’ Clerkenwell.” Gay, in his mock- 
heroic poem “Trivia, or the Art of Walking the Streets of London,” 
and in his “Beggars’ Opera,” satirizes “Hockley-in-the-Hole,” which 
disappeared these many years ago when improvements were made in 
the district of Clerkenwell. 

It is possible that the Dorsey grant of ‘“Hockley-in-the-Hole” pos- 
sessed that name prior to the advent of Edward Darcy and his sons 
in Maryland. I think it more than probable, however, that the first 
Edward settled on the land in question, called it “Hockley-in-the- 
Hole,’ and that his three sons “proved up” on it and obtained a perfect 
title from the Lord Proprietary. 

“Hockley-in-the-Hole,” in Anne Arundel County, the most his- 
toric holding of the Dorsey family, was originally credited as contain- 
ing 400 acres, and was situated about a mile northeast of what is now 
Parole, near Annapolis. 

After the destruction by fire of the land records at Annapolis, in 
1704, a commission was appointed, consisting of the Hon. William Hol- 
land, president; Samuel Young, Capt. Richard Jones, and John Brice, 
to renew the same; whereupon in 1707, Caleb Dorsey, of “Hockley,” 
petitioned the honorable members of the commission to have the follow- 
ing recorded: 

“To all Christian people to whom this writing shall come, be heard, 
read, or seen, I, I'dward Dorsey, of the County of Anne Arundel, son 
and heir of the late Edward Dorsey, gentleman, deceased, for a consid- 
eration of 24,000 pounds of good merchantable tobacco, transfer my 
right in a tract of land called ‘Hockley-in-the-Hole,’ granted to Edward, 
Joshua, and John Dorsey in 1664, to my brother, John Dorsey, and I 
further covenant to guarantee his right to said land against any demand 
from my said father, Edward Dorsey, for or by reason of any right due 


SAs the years passed by the tithe was abbreviated to “Ilockley."” There is a_ little 
railroad station not fur from Annapolis, and near the location of the old plantation, called 
“Hockley,” which preserves for posterity the name of the ancient home of the Dorseys, 


of Anne Arundel County. 


> sss te arn af itl ie 


10) 1slusitisq at boon renee cane 


03 bosisee exons | ‘a | pik. i “te 
guitisd issd bees fled ov cee aneeti | a 
to an” greeters ot bonito ei si 0d Oe 2 
“xa? robo oef1™ pret pb “tne ato ‘Mie Sa 

' aly . yt dae 
ni abst ‘sr0w anatie: oys ewe nese wot squall 8b 
~20q “sloH-s1t-ni-yahlsoH” To inerg exw ai ne ye be ia 
enca eid bne Yous! biswbl Yo gnovbs’ off’ of soit! seme Sed bis 


jer ols tert Asvoworl oieledorq meds mom it dnidy T ashy 
-of}-ni-yobboH” Ji bslfso solkestp' ni bast ort mo boltioa 
y29t19q & bonisido bas si no “qu bovorq” ettoe gard? zit tadt bats * slofl 
xratoiiqetT brat srit mort offit) 
~eil deorn oift — fobnotA sanA ai “sloH-sdeni-yohisoH™ 9) 
-~sigirtos es betiliors ylisnigino eaw ,ylimst ys210C odd io gniblod stor 
wor ei isclw lo tesodnom slit ¢ duods botautia esr bas 29798 COP gah” 
restr alors] 
ai eiloqsnnA tg ebro.e7 bast ott 26 art yd aoistruesb od) 1fTA on 
oH mmwilliW/ .nolT oft to gniteieno? .betniogqs esw noleeimmos @ ORT 
sortl dol bee esnol brisdsil qe gnvoY lone? pinobieog haat” 
“ yoldvofl” to ogsetoC dole ,yott ni noquotodw ; saise ot won of 
-wollol orl! overt of moizetenrtios seit es erodmrsert per ni swan 
. bobtooe7 gei ah 
brasil od .ormeo Wade pnitiiw divlt sate 0} siqooq: ianenes lin oT”, ‘6 ote: 
noz fsbautA sft to yinvoD srt to qyoet0T biewbit d aoe 10 dbagr 
-biano> 6 102 ,bearoosb .eecalingg wyse10d brswbal otal oft to tisih 
yr qlenatt osesdod iat choad Wl Yo ebmiog ooops Yo noite 
.biawbd of botnarg ‘ofol-ort-ai-yollgohl’ bollna bat aya 7 a 
1 bas yoero adiol rodiond ym ot «gOOT sk 9210 ol bs aud a: 
busmob ys teniggs baal bice of syit 7g, bap bate au wt ‘ 
sub teigit yas lo rtOenst sates Li at ort 


: v4) 
dled: asian oh ving, amiiakn si a —— aii tehart 
ee as ’ = id 


a Fa 


por: gn: ine aah 


2 Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry lamilies 
3 get) q y 


him in his life time, or by reason of any survey by him made, or war- 
rant returned, or for any other reason of any other matter.”” After his 
signature, fully attested, follows a deed from Joshua Dorsey, for his 
right in “Hockley,” for a consideration of 8,000 pounds of tobacco to his 
brother, John Dorsey. After which, also, John Dorsey asks for a re- 
survey of the tract. This resurvey subsequently increased “Ilockley” 
to 842 acres. The date of Col. Edward Dorsey’s transfer was 1681.° 

When | visited “Hockley” in 1898, Miss Anne [Elizabeth Dorsey, 
a descendant of Ilon. John Dorsey, resided there, but not in the origi- 
nal mansion that formerly graced the plantation. With her lived her 
niece, Miss Anne It. D. Sellman, who now resides in Baltimore. Miss 
Dorsey opened the drawer of an old eseritoire, took out a roll of parch- 
ment, and handed it to me, remarking: “ere is the original patent for 
‘Hockley-in-the-Hole’ to Col. Edward, Hon. John, and Joshua Dorsey, 
dated August 25, 1664. It is signed, as you see, by Charles Calvert, 
Lieutenant General of the Province, and is issued in the name of 
Cecilius Calvert, Absolute Lord and Proprietary of the Province of 
Maryland and Avalon, Lord Baron of Baltimore.” I noticed that the 
Great Seal of the Province had been cut from the patent by some en- 
thusiastie relic-hunter. 

Quite recently Miss Sellman informed me that the “Hockley” 
patent had since my visit been lost in transmission to her aunt, after 
having been lent by her to a friend for some genealogical work.  lor- 
tunately Miss Dorsey pernutted me some years before her death to 
have a photograph made of the patent, which | have reproduced in this 
brochure. It should interest all descendants of the Dorseys, of “llock- 


’ 


ley.” Miss Anne Ithizabeth Dorsey died in 1914, aged seventy-nine 
years, and was buried in St. Anne’s Cemetery, Annapolis, Md. 

The original estate of “IHlockley” exists no longer in its entirety. 
Parts of it are still in the possession of members of the Dorsey family, 
While other portions have passed into the hands of strangers. 

The ancestral burying-ground of the Dorseys, situated on a part 
of the old plantation, has today only one tombstone in it—that erected 
to the memory of Major Thomas Dorsey; all of the old remaining 
graves are unmarked. 

Col. Idward Dorsey IT played a prominent part in the affairs of 
the Colonial Government, as will be seen from the “Archives of Mary- 
land”; the “Monograph” by Judge Nicholas Brewer; Scharf’s “llistory 


“The Pounders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties, Maryland.’ By J. D. Warfield, 


pp. 56-57, 
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GRANT OF “HOCKLEY-IN-THE-HOLIE,” 1664 
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of Maryland,” Vol. 1, pp. 334, 342, 349, 351, 352; and the “Year Books 
of the Colonial Dames of Maryland.” 

The first session of the Maryland Assembly in Anne Arundel 
Towne (afterward Annapolis) was held in a house owned by Col. 
Edward Dorsey, beginning on February 28, 1694, O. S. (or 1695 N. S.). 
The State House, or “Stadt-house,” as it was at first called in com- 
pliment to King William, was finished about 1697. In 1704 it was 
destroyed by fire, after which Colonel Dorsey’s house was again occu- 
pied by the Assembly at an annual rental of £20, until the completion of 
the second State House in 1706.’ 

“Colonel Edward Dorsey’s house in the ancient city,” says Hester 
Dorsey Richardson, in her “Side Lights on Maryland L[history,” “was 
the largest mansion there when upon the removal of the capital from 
St. Mary's the seat of government was changed to what is now 
Annapolis, and so it became the home of the Royal Governor, Sir 
Francis Nicholson, and the meeting place of the Assembly, until perma- 
nent public buildings could be erected. The old mansion is still stand- 
ing. . . . It was at the house on Prince George’s Street that Col. 
Ie<dward Dorsey lived during the lifetime of his first wife, Sarah Wyatt, 
while the Hon. John Dorsey . . . took possession of ‘Hockley,’ three 
miles from) Annapolis.” The foregoing statement has been disputed. 
According to some authorities, the so-called Nicholson house, at 211 
Prince George's Street, for many years in the possession of the 
Marchand famuly, but now owned by Harry R. Iengland, was not the 
meeting place of the Assembly, nor the residence of the Royal Gover- 
nor. | confess that [am perplexed about the matter. © Colonel Dorsey 
owned considerable property 11 Anne Arundel Towne, at the time of 
the transfer of the capital from St. Mary’s to the banks of the Severn, 
among which was a large house rented to a Mrs. Hester (Gross) War- 
man, who utilized the building as a tavern or “ordinary.” Governor 
Nicholson boarded with her, for a time at least. Verhaps the As- 
sembly may have met in this old house, which was subsequently de- 
stroyed by fire. It was situated on the lot which is now used by the 
Court of Appeals, immediately back of the State House. (See Chan- 
cery Records, Liber I’, L. [1712-24], folio 266, in the Land Com- 
missioner’s Office, Annapolis, Md.) 

Colonel Dorsey was an extensive builder. ‘In 1705, just before 
his death,” says Professor Warfield, “he sold to Charles Carroll, a 


TScharf: “Ilistory of Maryland,” Vol, 1, p. 319. 
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row of houses on Bloomsbury Square, which he had designed for his 
children, but on account of ‘a lack of tenants they were going to decay.’ ” 

Among the promoters and first subscribers to a fund for estab- 
lishing free schools in Maryland was Colonel Dorsey. His subscription 
Was 2,000 pounds of tobacco, which seems to have been the currency 
adopted in those early days. “Ile was,” says Mrs. ichardson, “a 
trustee of King William and Mary School, and was given authority to 
conduct the arrangements for the building of St. Anne’s Church, ot 
which he was a vestryman, On account of lis inability to secure work- 
men, he resigned the latter commission.” (“Side Lights on Maryland 
llistory,” Vol. 2, p. 9o.) 

The address of the Protestants of Baltimore County to the “Ning’s 
Most Gracious Majestic” (Ning William IIL) was signed by Col, Ied- 
ward Dorsey. The original document is in the London Public Kecord 
Office, America and West Indies, No. 556. This appeal to the King 
was in behalf of the deposed Charles, Lord Baron of Baltimore, whose 
proprietary government had been wrested from him by certain mal- 
contents under the leadership of John Coode. Says Scharf: “There 
were not wanting generous and honorable spirits who remembered 
with gratitude the paternal government of the Calverts, and were not 
disposed to renounce and vilify it in the days of its adversity. As 
Protestants they knew how false were the allegations that Protestants 
were treated with injustice or oppression, or their religion imperilled 
under the rule of the Proprietary.” 

Colonel Dorsey's persistent defense of the Lord Proprietary 
brought upon him, among others, the following: 


“July the 25th, 1692, Severn River. 
“Sir: [ have been ereditably informed lately of a great Cabal in 
our County held by the grand Leaders of the Jacobite Party (viz.) 
Col. Coursey, Major Sayer, Colonel Darnall, Major Dorsey, Richard 
Smith, Samuel Chew, and John Ulinson; their Rendezvous was at Dar- 
nalls, Chews, Dorseys and One Marieen Duvals, but the Occasion of 
meeting is not to be known... . 
“Sr, Your [éxcellencys most Obedient servant, 
“Nicholas Greenberry. 
“To Tis Ixcellency Lionel Copley, Fsq., 


“Captain General & Governor in Chief in and over his Majestys 
Territory & Province of Maryland... .’8 


8“Arechives of Maryland (Proceedings of the Council of Maryland, 1687-88—1693).” 
Vol. 8, p. 313. 
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The above quotation from the “Archives of Maryland,” charging 
Edward Dorsey with being a Jacobite, is peculiarly interesting. In 
spite of such denunciations we find him holding many responsible posi- 
tions in the Province and marrying his son, Joshua, to Nicholas Green- 
berry’s granddaughter. In brief his record is as follows: Delegate trom 
Anne Arundel County, 1680-82. Justice, 1685-89. Captain of Militia 
of Anne Arundel County, 1686; Major, 1687, 1689, 1694; Colonel, 
1694. Judge, High Court of Chancery, Province of Maryland, and 
keeper of the Great Seal, 1694-96. Member, [louse of burgesses from 
Anne Arundel County, 1694-97; from LDaltimore County, 1701-05. 
Member of Committee which laid out the Town of Annapolis, 1694.* 

Before 1700, Col. Ledward Dorsey moved from Annapolis to his 
plantation, “Major’s Choice,” west of Waterloo, in [loward County. 
Colonel Dorsey's first wife was Sarah, daughter of Nicholas Wyatt, 
“the pioncer surveyor of the Severn,” who. had come up from Virginia 
with lis wife, Damaris. [lis second wife was Margaret [arkin, who 
afterwards became Mrs. John Israel. Says Professor Warfield: 
“Colonel Dorsey’s sons by Sarah Wyatt were located near him upon 
‘Long Reach’ and ‘Mayjor’s Choice.’ [Sdward Dorsey, Jr., youngest son 
by Margaret Larkin, a minor when his father’s will was probated in 
1705, inherited the Colonel’s horse, ‘Sparke,’ his best gun, largest silver 
tankard, his tobacco box, his seal gold ring, and one sealskin trunk, 
marked ‘Ie, D.” 1910051 

Colonel Dorsey’s great-granddaughter, Sarah, daughter of Nicho- 
las Dorsey and Ithzabeth Worthington, made a romantic match. Ac- 
cording to tradition she was engaged to marry a \Vorthington, a 
wealthy gentleman, but she fell in love with William Ball, of Annapolis, 
while on a visit to that ancient town. William Ball, provided with a 
coach-and-four, drove to [lk Ridge one winter’s night. IJe went to 
Nicholas Dorsey’s home, according to agreement with his fair inamo- 
rata, and carried her off like a knight errant. Sarah climbed down a 
ladder from her bed-chamber and entered the coach provided by her 
lover. In her hasty flight she left one of her high-heeled slippers stick- 
ing ina snow bank. This first led to the discovery of the clopement. 
Nicholas Dorsey, the irate father, pursued the lovers, but when he 
caught up with them the next morning he found that they had been 
quietly married. Like a sensible gentleman he forgave them. William 
Ball and his wife moved to Baltimore, where they resided until they 
died. William Ball held the office of Sheriff of Baltimore for some 


* Register of the Society of Colonial Wars in the District of Columbia, 1931, p. SO. 
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years. He was my great-great-grandfather, on my mother’s side of 
the house. His portrait and that of his wife, painted by Charles \V1l- 
son leale, are owned by James Dorsey Ball, of Jackson, Miss. 


II 


“There is but little information,” says Warfield, in his “The 
Founders of Anne Arundel and [Howard Counties, Maryland,” “ob- 
tainable of the middle patentee of ‘Hockley,’ Joshua Dorsey. After 
the deed, in 1681, of his interest in the estate to his brother, Hon. John, 
he located upon ‘Taunton, —a tract taken up by Lawrence Richardson 
and left by him to his sons, one of whom, Lawrence, Jr., conveyed his 
interest to Joshua Dorsey.” Joshua Dorsey married Sarah Richardson. 

Ion. John Dorsey, after coming into possession of “Hockley” in 
16083, married Pleasance Ily, who later took up a tract of land on lk 
Ridge, which she called “The Isle of Ely.” In 1694 Hon. John Dorsey 
was a commissioner for the development of Annapolis. Ile served on 
important committees in the Lower [louse of the Assembly. In 1711 
he became a member of the Upper ]louse, serving in that capacity until 
his death in 1714. He left an extensive estate. Says Professor War- 
field: “After Ifon. John Dorsey had selected a munificent inheritance 
for the descendants of his sons, he sent out surveyors with an abundant 
supply of white wine and claret to take up another body of good Jand 
for the sons of his daughter. When he saw the crooked outlines of 
their survey he thought that white wine and claret had been the cause, 
and consequently would be an appropriate name for the estate, namely, 
‘White Wine and Claret,’ and so it stands today.” The tract amounted 
to nearly 2,500 acres in [foward County, Md., and was given to Charles 
and \William Ridgely, sons of Deborah Ridgely, daughter of Llon. John 
Dorsey. 

Caleb Dorsey, son of Hon. John and Pleasance (lly) Dorsey, was 
born November 11, 1685, at “‘Llockley-in-the-[lole,’ “which,” says 
Mr. Newman, “was subsequently deeded to him by his father. Here 
he established his seat which became the home of his descendants down 
to the twentieth century. On August 24, 1704, he married Eleanor, the 
daughter of Richard and Eleanor (Browne) Warfield. He patented 
large tracts of land in the vicinity of Elk Ridge.” 

The original will of Caleb Dorsey, of “Hockley,” inscribed on 
parchment, may be seen in the Land Commissioner’s Office, at Annapo- 
lis, Md. It was proved in 1742. After the testator’s signature is a 
seal of red wax, upon which is stamped a coat of arms—‘thereby 
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hangs a tale.” The heraldic device shows ‘“‘on a fesse, between three 
boars’ heads, a lion passant.” Some genealogists seem to think that the 
foregoing is the authentic arms of the Dorsey family, but I do not 
agree with them in their conclusion; for Burke, in his “encyclopedia of 
Heraldry or General Armory of England, Scotland, and Ireland,” 
London, 1851, attributes this coat of arms to the Gough family of I¢ng- 
land. And this immediately raises the question: Why did Caleb Dorsey 
use a seal with a coat of arms not his own? The question is a difficult 
one to answer at this date. But it must be remembered that Caleb 
Dorsey, of “Hockley,” had a daughter, Sophia, who married Thomas 
Gough, an English gentleman of wealth and position. According to 
Caroline Kemper Bulkley, of Shreveport, La., who has done considera- 
ble research work in Dorsey origins, Mr. Gough was a native of Bristol, 
England. Burke mentions five Goughs in his “Iéncyclopedia of 
Heraldry,” all of whom have the same or similar armorial bear- 
ings. ‘To Gough, of Merriatt, Somerset County, I¢ngland, is aseribed 
the following: “Arms—Gu. on a fesse or, between three boars’ heads 
couped or, a lion passant of the field; Crest—a boar’s head couped at 
the neck ar.” (Unfortunately the crest on Caleb Dorsey’s seal is ob- 
literated.) Burke’s “Peerage,” 1935, lists a Viscount Gough with the 
following arms: “On a fesse, argent, between three boars’ heads, 
couped, or, a lion, passant, gu.” 

Dr. Arthur Adams, Registrar General of the General Society of 
Colonial Wars, in a communication to me, February 16, 1935, says: 
“Very likely the fact that a daughter of Caleb Dorsey married a Gough 
explains the use of the Gough seal on Caleb’s will. Perhaps his son- 
in-law wrote the will for him and had him use the seal just because it 
was handy.” The foregoing seems to me to be a plausible explanation 
of the matter. 


While on the subject of the Dorsey coat of arms, let me quote the 
following from Mrs. Richardson’s “Side Lights on Maryland Ilistory” : 
“This |Col. Idward Dorsey’s] seal gold ring, which was left to his son 
Edward, was probably the one used later by [edward and Joshua in 
sealing a joint deed. The impression of these seals has caused no little 
conjecture, because of the device and motto which must have belonged 
to a maternal line. [The italics are mine.} The small shield has in 
its center a hand holding an upright unsheathed sword, with the motto, 
‘An Por Peth,’ surrounding it. As both Greek scholars aud those versed 
in old Gaelic have found this too hard a problem to solve, | give it as an 
interesting study to the many who spring from the early Dorseys.” 
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The seal on the will of Col. Edward Dorsey is now so effaced that 
it is impossible to distinguish it; and that on the will of Joshua Dorsey, 
dated 1688, is simply a monogram, ““E D,” the letters being separated 
by the trunk of a tree, at the base of which are intertwined roots or 
something resembling roots. “This seal,” says Mr. Newman, “with 
the letters ‘E D’ (the lower part of the I is somewhat indistinct) was 
undoubtedly the property of I¢dward, the immigrant, and possessed his 
initials. Joshua apparently received it at the settlement of his father’s 
estate.” 

So far as Dorsey armorial bearings are concerned I find myself, 
figuratively speaking, “up a tree” (but not a genealogical one). None 
of the seals thus far discovered contribute anything to the solution of 
the problem. Like the immortal Mr. Micawber, in “David Copper- 
field,” I am “waiting for something to turn up’—something that will 
throw light on the existence of a Dorsey escutcheon. Who knows what 
may be discovered in the future by some enterprising pedigree hunter 


with a flair for heraldry. 
ITT 


Of the manor houses built by the Dorseys the most imposing is 
“Belmont,” in Hloward County, Md. It was erected in 1738 by Caleb 
Dorsey, Gent.—son of Caleb and Eleanor (Warfield) Dorsey—who was 
born July 18, 1710, at “Hockley,” and died June 28, 1772, at “Bel- 
mont.” He was known as “the rich iron merchant of Elk Ridge.” In 
his foundries were cast many of the cannons used in the American 
Revolution. Caleb Dorsey’s lands around Elk Ridge were rich in iron 
ore in the old days, and Elk Ridge Landing, on the Patapsco River, 
was a port that rivalled Annapolis. 

“Belmont,” the historic homestead of the Dorsey and the Hanson 
family in Howard County, is one of the oldest manor houses in the 
State of Maryland. It stands on a high point of land commanding a 
superb view of the surrounding country. The mansion, which is con- 
structed of Inglish brick and yellow stucco, is two stories in height, 
like Gunston Hall, in Virginia, with a wide entrance hall running 
through the center, and great wings flanking the sides—one of these is 
known as the ball-room wing. Inscribed upon a stone tablet over the 
main portal are the initials: “C. and P. D2” (Caleb and Priscilla Dor- 
sey), and the date of erection of the building—“1738." Caleb Dorsey, 
be it known, married Priscila Till, daughter of Henry Hill and Mary 
(Denwood) Till, of West River. It was a romantic courtship. On 
one of his long hunts after the elusive fox, young Caleb Dorsey, who 
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was living at the time at his father’s plantation, ‘* Hockley-in-the-Hole,” 
got lost in the vicinity of the West River, and made up his mind to 
spend the night in the woods, when to his surprise there came riding 
down a little lane, a young damsel as beautiful as the goddess Diana. 

“Tow may | get to ‘Hockley,’ near Annapolis ‘” he inquired. 

“I don’t know,” replied the maiden, “but if you keep down this 
lane for half a mile and turn to the left you will come to a mansion 
where they may direct you.” With that she rode quickly away. ‘The 
house she spoke of was her father’s. 

Caleb followed the lady’s directions, and made the acquaintance 
of old Mr. Thill, a fox-hunter hke himself. Ile not only spent the 
might under the hospitable roof-tree of the Lhll family, but remained 
their guest for several days. .\fter that Caleb frequently renewed the 
chase in the same direction of the \est River, and finally brought 
home Miss Priscilla 1lill as his wife. Obtaining from his father the 
tract known as “Moore’s Morning Choice,” he built the lordly “Bel- 
mont” for his bride. This extensive plantation, which had originally 
been patented by Mordecat Moore, surveyor, was purchased from the 
owner by Caleb Dorsey, Sr., in 1735. 

The grounds at the front and the back of “Belmont” are terraced 
after the Ienelish fashion, and set out with formal gardens bordered 
with box and lilac bushes. The spacious lawn in front of the house 
has witnessed many stirring scenes in the old dead past, as the red- 
coated fox hunters, mounted on their spirited steeds, gathered together 
for the chase; for Caleb, of “Belmont,” was a great sportsman, as well 
as an iron-master and lord of many acres and slaves. lt appears also 
that he was a bit superstitious, like many people of his day and gen- 
eration, for he placed a “witch’s cross” on the doors of his house to 
ward off creatures of evil. 

The interior of “Belmont” is very attractive; especially the large 
octagonal, oak-pancHed balleroom, which onee echoed to the musie of 
the stately minuet, the frou-frou of silken skirts, and the tapping of 
high-heeled slippers on the polished waxen floor. 

George. Washington often visited “Belmont,” and it is more than 
probable that Benjamin Franklin, who came several times to Elk Ridge 
Landing, also was entertained at the old manor house. 

The “Belmont” graveyard is situated about a mile back of the 
house. Tlere the Master of Belmont and his wife are buried) with 
many of their descendants, 


Caleb Dorsey's will, dated March 14, 1772, was proved in Anne 
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Arundel County on July 2, 1772. Edward Dorsey, son of Caleb, in- 
herited “Belmont,” and from him it passed to his daughter, Priscilla, 
who married Alexander Contee Hanson, Jr. The last-mentioned was 
born in Maryland, February 27, 1786, and died at “Belmont,” April 23, 
1819. He was United States Senator from Maryland and edited the 
Federal Republican, published at Baltimore, Md. Alexander Contee 
Hanson, father of the Senator, was born in 1749, and died in Annapolis, 
Md., in 1806. ‘He was high in the confidence of Washington,” says 
Appleton’s “Dictionary of American Biography,” and “resided for 
some time in his family, acting as his private secretary for several 
months. He was afterwards chosen by Washington as one of his aides, 
but illness prevented his acceptance. He was the first judge of the 
General Court of Maryland under the Constitution of 1776 and pre- 
pared a compilation of the laws of the State. He was a delegate to 
the convention that ratified the Federal Constitution in 1788. From 
1789 until his death he was Chancellor of Maryland.” 

Like many other old manor houses of England and America, “Bel- 
mont” is reputed to be haunted. At least once during the winter of the 
year, on some dark and stormy night, according to the story, a coach- 
and-four is heard to drive up to “Belmont” and discharge its occupants, 
who supposedly enter the main portal; and then the equipage rolls away 
to the stables. Nothing, however, is visible of this weird and uncanny 
visitation ; but the rumbling of wheels, the sound of horses’ hoofs, and 
the patter of footsteps can be distinctly heard by those living in the 
house. What is the meaning of it all? Ah, that is the sphinx riddle! 
Perhaps at stated times the wraiths of those who once held high car- 
nival in the ancient dwelling are permitted to return to this sublunary 
sphere and visit their former abode. And this, indulgent reader, is the 
story of the “Belmont” ghosts—believe it or not, as you please. 

A few years ago there was found at “Belmont” a portrait of 
George Washington by Gilbert Stuart. Discolored with age the picture 
for many years had hung in one of the bedrooms of the mansion 
without anyone’s knowing its value, or by whom it was painted. It 
was sitnply a faded old portrait of Washington, and that was all. 
Finally it was brought down from the bedroom and hung over the 
fireplace of the ballroom, where it attracted the attention of Thomas C. 
Corner, a noted artist of Baltimore, Md., who happened to be visiting 
“Belmont” at the time. lxpressing the opinion that the portrait was 
probably by Stuart, he asked permission to submit it to expert examina- 
tion in Philadelphia; which request was granted. The picture was sub- 
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sequently pronounced ‘‘a missing portrait of Washington”’ by the great- 
est of all colonial artists, Gilbert Stuart. Just how this historic canvas 
came into the possession of the Hanson family, proprietors of “Bel- 
mont” at the time, is not known. But it is supposed that it was eithe: 
purchased directly from Gilbert Stuart or was presented to Alexander 
Contee Hanson, Sr., by Washington himself. The portrait was even- 
tually acquired by a Mr. Pratt, of Philadelphia, and hung in his private 
gallery under the title of “The Hanson Gilbert Stuart.” I am indebted 
for the foregoing facts to Miss Nannie M. Hanson, of Elk Ridge, Md., 
great-granddaughter of Chancellor Hanson. 

Since 1917 “Belmont” has been owned by Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Bruce. Mrs. Bruce is related to the Hanson family. 

In concluding this dissertation on the Dorseys let me quote the 
tribute paid to them by Mr. Newman: ‘“‘Few Maryland families can 
boast of greater distinction during the Colonial and Revolutionary 
periods than that of the Dorsey family. Its members have served in 
almost every public capacity possible during the days prior to the Revo- 
lution, save the governorship which was rarely bestowed upon any of 
the Maryland subjects.” 

The Dorseys gave themselves unreservedly ‘to the patriot cause 
during the American LKevolution, serving as officers in the famous 
Maryland Line, distinguished for its unflinching courage on the battle 
field. The Dorseys have had a flair for the legal profession, too, from 
colonial days to the present time. 


GREENBERRY 
ae NICHOLAS GREENBERRY arrived in Maryland in the 


Constant Friendship, July 9, 1674, accompanied by his wife, 

Ann; his children, Charles and Katherine; and three servants. 
In 1680 he bought from Col. William Fuller, a plantation called 
“Fuller,” which he resurveyed as “Greenberry Forrest.” This tract, 
subsequently known as “White Hall,’ was situated between the 
Magothy and the Severn River and contained 450 acres, a portion 
of which Colonel Greenberry sold to Capt. John Worthington in 1685. 
In this latter year he purchased an estate of 250 acres called “Towne 


Neck,” which later became “Greenberry Point.” The original name 
of this tract closely connects it with the history of the Puritan settle- 


ment on the Severn River. 
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Col. Nicholas Greenberry died December 17, 1697, aged 70 years; 
his widow, Ann, died April 27, 1698, aged 50 years. 

“Colonel Greenberry,” remarks Professor Warfield, in his ‘The 
Iounders of Anne Arundel and Howard Counties, Maryland,” “was 
one of the Commissioners, in 1083, to lay out towns ‘att Towne Land 
att Proctor’s—att South River on Colonel Burgess’ Land, and att Her- 
ring Creek on the Towne Land.’ He rose to eminence during the trans- 
fer of the proprietary government to King William and Queen Mary. 
In 1690 he was a staunch follower of Capt. John Coode, and signed the 
address to King William. He also took the deposition of John Ham- 
mond concerning the alleged treasonable words of Richard Hill, in 
reference to the Prince of Orange. 

“During the year 1690, John Coode was made commander-in-chief 
of His Majesty’s forces in the Province of Maryland, .with Nicholas 
Greenberry and Nicholas Gassaway as two of his lieutenants. They 
were a prominent part of the committee of twenty, who held political 
sway in Anne Arundel County. In 1691 Colonel Greenberry was one 
of seventeen citizens who signed articles of impeachment against Jord 
Baltimore. That same year he was appointed one of the judges of the 
Provincial Court. As a member of the Governor’s Council under Sir 
Lionel Copley, he attended all of its meetings with great punctuality. 

“Tn 1692, as one of the military commanders, Col. Nicholas Green- 
berry was authorized to erect three forts against invading Indians; 
being especially in charge of the one in Anne Arundel County. Col. 
Ninian Beall, of Calvert, then in charge of all the provincial forces, 
was ordered to offer Colonel Greenberry all necessary assistance in 
erecting the several forts. 

“On the death of Sir Lionel Copley in 1693, Colonel Greenberry, 
as president of the Council, became Acting Governor of the Province, 
until superseded by Sir I¢dward Andros. [His letter to Sir Lionel 
Copley, Captain General and Governor of Maryland, regarding the 
opposition in the Province and the cabal in Anne Arundel County, held 
by the “Grand Leaders of the Jacobite Party,” is set forth in the chap- 
ter on the Dorsey family, p. 34.] 

“During the year 1692, Colonel Greenberry addressed a_ letter, 


"Ry Chapter 8, Nets of 1694, passed October th, the name of the ‘ Town-Land= at 
Proctors,” now Annapolis, was changed to the ‘Town and Port of Anne Arundel.’ ‘The 
commissioners by the Act of 1691 were Major John Hammond, Major Edward Dorsey, Mr. 
John Bennett, Mr. John Dorsey ete., and the IHlon. Nicholas Greenberry, Ksq.’—‘The 


Anctent City, a History of ctunapolis, in Maryland, 1649-1887." By Elihu S. Riley. Aumapolis, 
TSS7. 
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GREENBERRY, 1697 (Enlarged) 
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signed by the members of the Council, reflecting on the loyalty of 
Governor Francis Nicholson. Charges of misconduct in office were 
also brought by him and other members of the Council against Sir 
Thomas Lawrence, Thomas Bland, and Colonel Jowles. 

“Colonel Greenberry’s letters show him to have been a man of 
marked intelligence. As president of the Council, and Chancellor, he 
was Keeper of the Great Seal, and Judge of the High Court of Chan- 
cery.” 

The original will of Colonel Greenberry, dated March 5, 1697, 
is in the Land Commissioner’s Office at Annapolis, Md. He left the 
plantation on which he lived to his wife, Ann; after her death to his 
son, Charles. In the event of his son’s dying without issue, the fore- 
going estate was bequeathed to his three daughters, Katherine, Ann, 
and Elizabeth, forever. “I give,” he says, “to my son, Charles, my plan- 
tation ‘White Hall.’ The remainder of my personal estate here and in 
the Kingdom of England, after my wife’s third part thereof is deducted 
therefrom, to be divided by equal portions to son Charles and daugh- 


ters.” . . . He appointed his wife and his son, Charles, executrix and 
executor.- The statement about personal property in [england piques 


one’s curiosity. Where in the Kingdom of England did it exist? Ah, 
if we only knew that we should have a substantial clue to the Green- 
berry habitat in the mother country. 

We know nothing definite about the I-nglish ancestry of Col. 
Nicholas Greenberry, who played such a prominent part in the annals 
of colonial Maryland. The seal appended to his will, which is stamped 
with a coat of arms, affords us no aid, for it is all but obliterated. As 
far as I can decipher it, it is a coat with three fusils (or perhaps lozen- 
ges) on a bend. The top of the shield appears to be decorated with a 
knight's helmet, and above that a crest that is indistinguishable. Since 
we do not know the tinetures (colors) it would be difficult, probably 
impossible, to identify the escutcheon with any degree of positivencss 
even if we were fully acquainted with all of the heraldic devices con- 
nected with it. It would prove a hard nut to crack even by the College 


* Charles, styled Colonel, was one of the vestrymen of St. Margaret's, Westminster 
Parish. Ife married Rachel (daughter of Mrs. Rachel Kilburne, of Annapolis, by a former 
husband), by whom he had two sons, both of whom died in infancy, and one daugliter, Ruth, 
horn in 1709 Charles died November 19, 1713. Tlis widow, Rachel, married, secondly, October 
24, 1715, Charles Ilammond. ° 

Watherine married, first, Ilenry Ridgely, Junior; and, secondly, John Jloward, 


Anno omarricd John PHamimond, Jumor, prior to 1697, 
Klizabeth married Robert Goldshorough, prior to 1702. 
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44 Ridgely, Dorsey, and Greenberry Families 


of Arms of England. I find no references in Burke’s works to the 
Greenberry or Greenbury family. 

Colonel Greenberry and his wife were buried at “Greenberry 
Point Farm,” on the north side of the Severn River, opposite Annapolis. 
Near their graves was interred their kinsman, Roger Newman, Finally, 
after the lapse of more than two hundred years, what was left of the 
mortal remains of these early settlers of Maryland, together with the 
inassive stone slabs that covered their tombs, was transterred to St. 
Anne’s churchyard, Annapolis, thanks to a movement inaugurated in 
1925 by a number of Greenberry descendants, who raised a fund for 
the purpose. 

The inscription on Colonel Greenberry’s tombstone is as follows: 


“Here lieth Interred The Body of Colln. Nicholas Greenberry, 
esqr. Who departed this Life The 17th Day of December 1697. 
Aetatis Suze 70.” 

Mrs. Ann Greenberry’s epitaph reads: 


“Here Lieth Interred The Body of Mrs. Ann Greenberry Wh 
Departed This Life The 27th Day of April 1698. Actatis Sue 


? 


50. 
The inscription on the tombstone of Roger Newman ts as follows: 


“Here Lyes Interred the Body of Mr. Roger Newman, mer- 
chant, born at London, who dwelt at Palip, in Talbot County, in 
Maryland, 25 years, and departed this life the 14th of May 1704.” 


One of the Baltimore newspapers of July 5, 1925, describing the 
above mentioned event, says: “On all three of the tombstones are en- 
graved coats of arms. The crests of Colonel Greenberry and his wife 
are identical—a skull and cross bones, with an hour glass in one corner 
and a crossed spade and scythe at the base. The crest of Roger New- 
man represents the head of a knight in armor, the helmet adorned with 
plumes. Beneath the head is a shield, but the design it bears is indis- 
tinguishable.” The reporter who penned the foregoing was lamentably 
ignorant of heraldry, for there are no coats of arms carved on the tomb- 
stones of Colonel Greenberry and his wife; and as for the so-called 
crests they are but the conventional emblems of mortality to be found 
on most mortuary monuments of the eighteenth century and later. But 
there are armorial bearings on the tombstone of Roger Newman, which 
were deciphered some twenty-seven years ago by Ilelen West Ridgely 
(Mrs. John Ridgely), when she was gathering material for her inter- 
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esting book, “Ilistoric Graves of Maryland and the District of Colum- 
bia.” Her account of Roger Newman's tomb is so strange and curious 
that I quote it as follows: 

“In Roger Newman’s will, dated June 14, 1704, and probated 
June 28, he appointed his friend, Charles Greenberry, his executor. 
This trust, for reasons best known to himself, the latter declined, and 
yet we find Newman’s tomb, or at least what remains of it, near those 
of Greenberry’s parents. 

“Tradition says that the old meeting house of the Puritan settlers 
stood somewhere hereabouts—on Greenberry Point, in fact—and was 
accessible by water to those who lived miles apart by land. It is possible 
that a graveyard surrounded this meeting house. However that may be, 
these tombs .. . form an interesting group to speculate about. 

“At the top of the Newman slab, otherwise much broken, is an 
elaborate escutcheon still distinct. Strange to say it combines the Ben- 
nett coat of arms with that of the Lloyd—the three demi-lions of the 
one and the lion rampant of the other. 

“In Heraldry in America, Zieber gives these arms as ‘on the tomb 
of Newberry, 1704, near the Greenberry tombs.’ This, of course, is a 
mistake. It might not be unreasonable to suppose that a fine slab, such 
as the Newman stone undoubtedly was, had survived the Puritan 
graveyard of the earlier period, and that it had simply been recut with 
Roger Newman’s name, when a stone was needed to mark his burial 
place. Knowing as we do how closely the names of Lloyd and Bennett 
were associated with the arrival of the Puritans in Maryland, it would 
not be irrational to infer that this escutcheon pointed to the union of 
the two families in previous times, and that this stone had covered the 
remains of some relative of an earlier generation, buried near the old 
meeting house on Greenberry Point. In fact, unless it be known to 
the contrary, it might have been originally devoted to the memory of 
Richard Bennett, the first husband of Henrietta Maria Neale of re- 
vered memory, the commissioner's son who was drowned while quite a 
young man. The date of the third Richard’s birth is given as Septem- 
ber 16, 1667, which, if our inference be correct, would approximate 
the age of the Newman stone.” 

If Mrs. Ridgely’s conclusions be correct, and they certainly seem 
plausible, then Mr. Roger Newman, merchant, who in life doubtless 
possessed no coat of arms, and perhaps was completely indifferent to 
the trappings of heraldry, masquerades in death beneath an escutcheon 
not his own—an honor, so to speak, literally thrust upon him by a 
stupid sexton and a carcless stone-cutter. Death, like life, has its little 
ironies! m iio c' de 
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